
Nominations Received for the UKWA Executive Committee 2022 
 

Officers: 
Elected every year 

Nomination Boat No. Proposed by: Boat No. Seconded by: Boat No. 
 

Chairman John Mellor W1162 Mark Foreman W10508 Terry Cook W9593 

Vice-Chairman John Mellor W1162 /  /  

Hon. Treasurer Philip Ayton A1407 Jeremy Norman W8598 Monica Schaefer W11299 

Excom (4-10)  
elected every year 

      

Racing Sec Tim Townsend W11012 Philip Ayton A1407 Nigel O’Donnell W11282 

Cruising Sec Boris Morrice W6330 Mark Foreman W10508 Ralph Roberts W9885 

Marketing Officer & 
Irish Rep 

Monica 
Schaefer 

W11299 Ralph Roberts W9885 Rob Windsor W9405 

WIC Rep Ralph Roberts W 9885 John Mellor W1162 Monica Schaefer W11299 

Wayfarer News Editor Merrin Froggett A1973 Kay Marriott W8545 Pete Clarkson 
 

A2236 

Webmaster &Cruising 
Report Library  

Rob Windsor W9405 Jeremy Norman W8598 Ralph Roberts W9885 

Trophy Secretary Nigel O’Donnell W11282 Monica Schaefer W11299 Tim Townsend W11012 

Family Sailing Mark Foreman W10508 Luke Bosman W7391 Jeremy Norman W8598 

Cruising Conference Jeremy Norman W8598 Terry Cook W9593 Merrin Froggett A1973 

ENews editor Luke Bosman W7391 Merrin Froggett A1973 Ralph Roberts W9885 

Co-opted:       

Excom Support Terry Cook W9593 Merrin Froggett A1973 Ralph Roberts W9885 

Wayfarer Dinghy Group Paul Coveney W9346 Luke Bosman W7391 Monica Schaefer W11299 

R&T Chairman John Mellor  W1162 Jeremy Norman W8598 Ralph Roberts W9885 

Wayfarer Tent hire Kay Marriott W8545 John Mellor W1162 Merrin Froggett A1973 

 

Committee Members retiring under Rule 22:   
 
At the Annual General Meeting each year three of the elected or region-appointed Members shall retire in order of election or seniority. In 
the case of equal seniority the order of the retirement shall, failing agreement between the members concerned, be determined by lot. 
Members retiring under the rule shall be immediately eligible for re-election to the Committee. 
 
Qualifying members are: Nigel O’Donnell and Merrin Froggett, Mark Foreman and Jeremy Norman having stood at 5 and 4 years,  
respectively.   All are willing to stand again for re-election. 
 
 

Introducing those willing to stand for election: 
 
Officers; 

John Mellor: As a school boy I had no idea how to differentiate between a Ford and a Vauxhall, unlike all my schoolmates. I could, on the 
other hand tell you the difference between Bermuda rig and Gaff rig. My first opportunity to sail was on Coniston Water in the Lake District 
where I managed to capsize an enterprise dinghy just about where Donald Campbell lost his life in Bluebird. This did not put me off and I 
bought my Wayfarer in 1972.  
My weekend sailing has been spent at my local club racing a variety of dinghies, Enterprise, Mirror, 420, 470, Fireball and RS 500. I have 
cruised the West coast of Scotland, the East coast from The Blackwater to Berwick on Tweed, North Wales from Hollyhead south to 
Barmouth. 
whilst a member of the Wayfarer Association I have organised cruising and training events, served on the EXCOM committee as R&T chair, 
Cruising Secretary and Chairman.  
I am happy to stand again because the present Committee works very well together and is to be commended for the sterling work they do on 
behalf of the UKWA. 

Philip Ayton: I have been a member of Shoreham Sailing Club for over 25 years, also involved in the running of the club including a period as 
Chairman and Treasurer. My sailing has consisted essentially as a Wayfarer race crew, regularly attending Open meetings and International 
Champs in Denmark, Ireland, Netherlands and at Weymouth. I have been Treasurer at UKWA for some years and am happy to continue. 

Executive Committee members: 

Merrin Froggett Coming to sailing late and trained only by years of 'armchair yachting', a Wayfarer was a means of 'going places' and was the 
boat of choice largely due to the writing of Margaret Dye and inspirational back copies of Wayfarer News. After many gentle adventures on 
the forgiving North Norfolk Broads, our horizons were broadened by UKWA Coastal Training, Cruising Conferences and UKWA cruises on the 
West Coast of Scotland and the Southern Norfolk Broads. We have sailed the non-tidal Thames from Lechlade to Thames Ditton, cruised the 
lakes and 'canals' of Friesland and sailed in Wayfarer International Rallies in Norfolk and Denmark in our Mk IA, St Rita VII, W8545. This year 
we had further West Coast of Scotland experiences (suitably modest in range) in fantastic weather.  I am happy to continue in the role as 
Wayfarer News editor.     

Andrew ('Boris') Morrice: I learnt to sail as an 11 year old but didn't return to sailing until 2011.  That same year I bought W6330 then called 
Karena, now Delphy, along with many years' back issues of Wayfarer News. So it didn't take long for the cruising and racing bugs to bite.  
During the next few seasons I found myself on an incredibly steep learning curve, committing to quite ambitious plans early on, getting to 
grips with wooden boat maintainance and absorbing all the skills and information I could.  "My other boat is an Osprey", another Ian Proctor 
classic, which I enjoy racing. All sailors love to share their passion and skills and my job is to help members continue their outstanding 
tradition of doing this with Wayfarer cruising. 



Monica Schaefer: In 2008 at the height of the global financial crisis I opened a statement from my broker only to see that there was very little 
left of a nest egg that had taken years to accumulate; I wasn’t impressed.  Shortly after I read a very favourable review in Yachts on the new 
Wayfarer MKIV which had just been launched at the boat show, right there and then I decided to cash in the ever-shrinking investment and 
go buy myself a lovely new Wayfarer. Spring 2009 my gorgeous new boat 10606 arrived and I named her “Liquidasset”. Ever since, I have 
really enjoyed racing and cruising Wayfarers locally in Ireland and further afield whilst attending International cruising and racing events 
whenever and wherever possible.  I have been very lucky to have participated in some really wonderful Wayfarer events in the Netherlands, 
Canada, UK, USA, Greece, Denmark, France and of course Ireland where I have met some really great Wayfarer sailors both young and not so 
young but always, young-at- heart. I enjoyed hosting the 2015 International rally at Lough Derg and the 2019 International Championships at 
Greystones in Ireland. In 2022 I am looking forward to the International Championships and to the International Rally in Florida and to as 
many other events that I can get to.  I have got so much enjoyment out of my Wayfarer sailing and from being a member of the UKWA that I 
feel it is only fair that I give something back and so I am happy to continue on in the role of UKWA Irish branch Rep. and as UKWA marketing 
Rep. and I hope that I can make a valuable contribution to the running of the association in those roles.   

Ralph Roberts:  I have been a Wayfarer enthusiast for over 40 years, and served on the committee since 1993, currently as WIC Rep. I have 
cruised extensively around the UK, as well as along the coastlines of Europe and N. America, and helmed at Club level and Wayfarer Open 
racing events in past years. My sailing expeditions have declined somewhat during the past years, but I am pleased to continue supporting 
and promoting the Wayfarer as a Racing/Cruising/Day Sailing dinghy, as well as the many UKWA organised events and activities, both home 
and abroad.   

Rob Windsor: Arriving late to the sailing scene at the age of 31, I signed up for the Round Britain and Ireland Race with Challenge in 2005.  
Although I learnt a lot, I was a little disappointed to be out of sight of land for most of the race and started looking at dinghies as a way of 
exploring the UK’s amazing coast and inland waterways.  Inspired by Frank and Margaret Dye’s adventures I became the proud owner of 
Curlew W9405 approx. 10 years ago.  Inducted into the Wayfarer family with a weekend in Brancaster, it was clear to see that it was a very 
capable boat with a great following. During the weekend I met Ralph who along with Matt’s assistance brought Curlew up to speed.  Our next 
adventure was an intro to Scotland under John’s careful guidance.  Since then, Curlew has completed a couple of circumnavigations of the 
IOW and taken part in the Three Rivers Race.  When not out on the open seas, she is kept and sailed with the family on Whitemere in 
Shropshire.  
Whilst renewing my annual membership, I spotted the availability of a place as Webmaster for the organisation.  As someone who owns and 
maintains a couple of Word Press websites, I thought it would be a perfect way to contribute to UKWA and maintain a great website thanks 
to all the hard work put in by Dave Barker over the last few years….  

Tim Townsend W11012: I started racing as a very small crew in Mirror dinghies more than 50 years ago and since then have owned and raced 
a variety of dinghies and yachts in the UK and abroad (everything from radio-controlled yachts to an Oyster 725). In 2011, I started racing a +S 
at Medway Yacht Club with my wife, who had very little sailing experience, as crew. In 2014 we upgraded to a MkIV. We try to compete at 
three or four open meetings and the National Championships each year. We have also competed at the International Championships in the 
Netherlands and in Ireland, and thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. I am currently the Captain of the Wayfarer Class at MYC for a second term and 
have been involved in organising open meetings, Area and National Championships for the class. These included the National Championships 
in 2021. I have some experience as a race officer for club racing at my home club and at open meetings both at MYC and other clubs in Kent. I 
have been the UKWA Racing Secretary for the past five seasons. I’m very keen to increase the exposure of the Wayfarer as a racing class (I 
leave others to promote the boat’s other wonderful attributes) by writing previews and reports for yachtsandyachting.com and Wayfarer 
News. I’m also getting into WhatsApp and share reports on various Facebook groups. 2021 was a relaunch season for open meetings afert a 
complete Covid enforced shutdown in 2020.  Numbers improved as confidence returned and we welcomed several new boats to the circuit 
and they seem to enjoy themselves because they keep coming back.  Racing activity is looking positibe for this year and the usual stongholds 
are getting good turnouts for one design club racing, often in double figures.  The Racing Calendar for 2022 is available on the UKWA webstie.  
The highlight of the season will be the combined National and European Championships at Arun YC in August.  All this is subject to Covid 
freedoms, of course. 

Nigel O’Donnell: Out of the blue my wife bought me the RYA 1 and 2 course as a gift in 2006. Prior to this my only interest shown was when 
we were sat, on holiday, at the water’s edge of the Dart in Dittisham, Devon. On perfect summers evening we watched a lad and his dad rig a 
boat and sail off toward Stoke Gabriel. I turned to his wife and asked what boat is that ‘a Wayfarer’ she replied. After the course I duly bought 
a cruiser, W9144. There’s not a lot a cruising to be done on a gravel pit so started racing it in 2007. Initially single handed then Belinda, my 
wife, came on board in 08 and Spinnaker added in 2013, W10974 MK IV bought in late 2013, 2016 bought W11189 and current boat W11282. 
Based at Swarkestone SC, winter at Blithfield SC, attend Bassweek in the Lakes annually. Compete on the National Circuit, traveled to our first 
worlds in Heeg in 2016, Ireland in 2019 and looking forward to Florida in 2022. 

Mark Foreman: I first set foot in a Wayfarer to please my wife-to-be during a windsurfing and sailing holiday in 1999 having windsurfed for 
several years. Since buying Red Fox in 2010, we have sailed on the Norfolk Broads, North Norfolk, East Anglian and Scottish coasts and many 
inland venues. In 2014, I was Commodore of Coldham Hall Sailing Club near Norwich, where we raced and cruised in mixed fleets for several 
years. We have been running the Wayfarer Family Gathering since 2013 and I am passionate about getting families sailing together. In 2019, 
we took on W545, a well-known 1962 cruising woody. After spending two years renovating, rerigging and redecking, we relaunched her in 
2021. We are currently members of Royal Harwich Yacht Club which we use as a base for mid-range cruising in both our boats and 
occasionally hone our skills through racing. 

Jeremy Norman: ‘I got into sailing quite late on, as a willing crew on a friend’s 35’ cruiser/racer, based in Shoreham-by-Sea. I qualified as a 
Coastal Skipper and I soon realised that those who were the most useful onboard big boats tended to be those with experience as dinghy 
sailors. I purchased my Mk2 Wayfarer, Gandalf (W8598), in 2003 and have been trailing and sailing her whenever I can since then. I 
particularly like cruising the East Coast rivers, Scotland and Northumberland and more recently have enjoyed taking part in the UKWA 
International Rallies. I have previously been Cruising Secretary for the Association for 6 years and have enjoyed the challenges that this has 
presented. I also edited the magazine, Wayfarer News, for a while and more recently have been organizing the UKWA Cruising Conference. 
After last year’s ‘Virtual’ event, a first for UKWA, we return to a face-to-face event once more this year. 

Luke Bosman:  I learnt to sail on the Thames Estuary as a member of 3rd Chalkwell Bay Sea Scouts. Once I had demonstrated low levels of 
incompetence, my parents kindly bought me a Topper which accompanied us on summer holidays to the Mediterranean. 25 years of 
adulthood and not sailing followed before a friend reintroduced my wife and me to sailing. A short-lived arrangement with my friend 
(whereby he owned a Hawk 20 and I sailed it), encouraged me to investigate a family dinghy. We have now been the owners of "Now Or 
Never"— very much a cruising Wayfarer— for almost three years and have enjoyed Ransome-esque adventures in the Lake District and at 
Rutland Water, usually involving us forgetting something significant and having a splendid time. This year we hope that our newly sewn 
Wayfarer tent will lead to fun, jollity and really exciting things on the Norfolk Broads. 
 
 



Terry Cook: I had only been a member of the School sailing club for a few weeks way back in 1968 when the Head master who was teaching 
us to sail said to me “What are you doing on Sunday?” I shrugged my shoulders and said “not much”. “Good” he replied. “You can crew my 
daughter in the downriver race.”   His Wayfarer seemed huge after previously only being in the front of a 12ft Graduate dinghy. As the start 
gun went the instructions came think and fast “Pull it in!” “Let it out!” “No not that much!” “Tack!” “Launch the Spinny!”  
I thought there was only two sails. Oops!! It didn’t put me off.   I did eventually learn how to sail properly and to launch the Spinny (without 
poking the helmswoman with that stick thing☺).  I Raced and Cruised many other Boats from single handers to Keel Boats after that, but it 
wasn’t until I mentioned that I sailed, whilst Apres’ Skiing one evening in France well over a decade ago.  “You should sail a Wayfarer” I heard 
a voice say. “It’s the best boat ever for everything” or words to that effect through the Apres’ Ski haze. It wasn’t long after that I found myself 
in “Spree Lady” off Southwold on a beautiful spring day with the sea like glass and very little wind.  I still can’t quite remember what I agreed 
to on that Apres’ ski evening but a few weeks later, a telephone call “I’ve found you a Wayfarer.” “It’s perfect for you.”  By this point there 
was no turning back. “I’ll take it home and sort out all the fittings for you.”  I think that’s where the term “AAH, I can see that your Wayfarer 
has been Ralphed!!!” came from.  Since that time, I’ve attended International rallies in France, Ireland, Canada, Holland as well as the UK and 
have done lots of cruising and racing in Herbe’ W9593. Having now fully retired from the Engineering Company that I ran for 30 years, I’m 
looking forward to spending more time on the water and hopefully I can help in some way with the UKWA.  

Kay Marriott: I came to sailing in my 40s, like many starting in a Mirror. A couple of holidays in rented boats on the Norfolk Broads led to 
wanting to own a boat we could cruise in and having read Margaret Dye’s books the obvious choice was a Wayfarer. I have benef itted greatly 
from the wealth of knowledge generously shared by UKWA members and had some wonderful experiences participating in several UKWA and 
International rallies.  

 


