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TO CLEAT OR 
NOT TO CLEAT?

Accessories improve
performance

Keeper 
automatically prevents 
unwanted cleating.
Wear resistant 
stainless steel

Tapered pad

Backplate

Tested for thousands of 
cycles under harsh
conditions.

The award winning Keeper (patent pending) has been designed to
overcome the problem of lines being cleated accidentally, as well

as holding lightly-loaded lines in the jaws of a cleat. 
Full information on,

www.clamcleat.com

Cage allows
easy cleating at
extreme angles

Mount on flat or 
curved surface.

Lead-in allows 
easy cleating.

Pull rope back and down to cleat Lift up to release

Dear Wayfarer, you will see elsewhere in this magazine 
photos and reports from the recent Wayfarer Inter-
national Championship (combined with the UKWA 
Nationals) at the Weymouth & Portland National Sailing 
Academy, the sailing venue for the 2012 Olympics. 
Without doubt this was the largest and probably the 
most successful regatta in the history of the class. On 
behalf of not just the competitors, but the entire class, 
I would like to further thank the UKWA Executive Com-
mittee, the Internationals Organizing Sub-Committee, 
our Secretary Sarah Burgess, Chris Knight and his Staff  
and Shore Teams at the Academy, Frank Newton and his 
Race Management team, John Greensmith and his Jury, 
our Scrutineers and Measurers, Roger Proctor for pre-
senting the prizes, our many event sponsors and, most 
particularly Michael McKechnie, who more than anyone 
made this event the success it was.  

If racing is not your thing, you will be glad to have missed 
the 100 boat starts and 650 metre start lines. Perhaps 
as I write you are enjoying the Isle of Wight International 
Rally, or for the handful of broader-minded intrepids you 
are really exploiting the full potential of your Wayfarer by 
doing both events – you know who you are!  A special 
mention for some of our Internationals sponsors, Tour-
ism Ireland and dún Laoghaire County Council (you will 
have to learn how to pronounce this). We are looking for-
ward to the UKWA Nationals being incorporated into the 
dún Laoghaire Regatta, in Dublin Bay, Ireland 7 – 11 July 
2011. We hope the Wayfarer Europeans will be combined 
into this event also. Having regatta-raced in Dublin Bay 
in 2007 I can assure you what a great sailing and holiday 
venue it is.

Another special mention for another of our Internationals 
sponsors, Hartley Boats. Richard and Mark not only dug 
deeply into their pockets to contribute fi nancially and 
with goodies, they helped underwrite the event fi nan-
cially. However, more than this Richard and Mark took it 
upon themselves individually to persuade many potential 
competitors that they really did want to take part, indeed 
fi lling in their application forms and sending them off . 
The class is delighted with the impact Hartley Boats has 
had on the health of the class and for the quality and 
success of the Phil Morrison designed Mark IV. At the 
same time we were delighted to see that less youthful 
wooden and plastic Wayfarers could also be highly com-
petitive in the range of conditions found at Weymouth. 
The future is bright for sailing schools buying an ideal 
boat to teach people to sail, for those needing a depend-
able all round boat for rallying, and for those desiring a 
competitive one design dinghy to race.

Finally, WE NEED YOU. As much as many of the Execu-
tive Committee love the work they do, fresh energy and 
ideas are the life-blood of the class. Please contact 
Sarah or me if you are able to spare a very limited 
amount of your time to help out. Our roles include 
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Hon. Treasurer, Racing Sec, 
Cruising Sec, WIC, Rules and Technical, Magazine 
Editor, Website Editor, Training, Publicity and Exhibi-
tions. We urgently need someone for Publicity and will 
soon need new people to take on most of these roles.

Quentin Strauss,  UKWA Chairman (retiring)

Cover Photo:  Martin Collen & Tom Preston in W88
'Pieces of Eight' approach the leeward mark during the
Wayfarer International Championships at Weymouth in
perfect conditions.  ©Richard Langdon www.oceanimages.co.uk
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DIARY DATES 2010 

Fri 3rd - Sun 5th Sept. Dutch Open National Championships -  Amsterdam
   This year the Open Dutch Championships are hosted by WSV Aalsmeer, just south of   
   Schiphol/Amsterdam Airport. Or less then half an hour's drive from the Hook of Holland 
   (Hook-Harwich ferry).  Please check with your caravan club for a good ferry deal. The NOR is 
   found here: http://www.wayfarer.org.uk/images/stories/NorONK2010.pdf. This year we have 
   chosen to have ten short races in three days rather then the obligatory five races. Lunch and 
   happy hour are included. The Chinese buffet meal on Friday and the BBQ on Saturday are 
   optional but highly recommended.  Camping with small tents is allowed on the club's
   premises. Hotel, cottage or cabin facilities are available as well. Camper-vans are welcome 
   but shall have to make reservations well in advance with the harbour master due to space 
   limitations. And last but not least: there are a good number of pubs within walking distance! 
   Contact Hans de Bruijne: debruijne.hans@gmail.com

Sat 4th - Sun 5th Sept. Scottish National Championships - Loch Lomond SC
   Racing in idyllic surroundings. Plenty of B&B establishments and camp sites and the   
   scenery is probably some of the best in Britain - ospreys and otters too! Full details   
   and application forms on the club web site: http://www.lochlomondsc.org/ 
   
Sat 25th - Sun 26th Sept Open Meeting and 5th National Circuit Event - Upper Thames SC
   Upper Thames offers river racing with the inevitable fascination of a current together with  
   beautiful surroundings!  Combined with a slight reputation for quite light airs in early 
   September this Open Meeting is for the light wind experts.  The hospitaility of the club is   
   often second to none. Contact: John Dighton at john.a.dighton@googlemail.com

Sat 13th - Sun 14th Nov 'Finale' and 6th National Circuit Event - Bough Beech SC
   Bough Beech has traditionally been the ‘finale’ event in the Wayfarer calendar, held gener- 
   ally on the Remembrance Sunday weekend in November.  Bough Beech is a stretch of inland 
   water near Edenbridge in Kent.  Conditions generally vary from year to year, with some years 
   having very strong and exciting wind conditions and other years a flat calm! Each year is 
   different, that can be guaranteed! Contact Name: Chris Cooper c/o cwcooper@hotmail.co.uk

Now that the Wayfarer 
International Championships in 
Weymouth are over it is time to 
draw breath and reflect on the 
year and look forward to 2011.

2010 – A few highlights.  The summer 
racing season seemed to race by as 
we moved from one open meeting to 
another, with everybody preparing 
themselves for the big event – the 
Internationals at the WPNSA.  With-
out doubt there are a few quite clear 
‘fishermen’s tales’ of the ‘big one 
that got away’.  Clear in my recollec-
tion are the following:

The second day of the Blackwater 
Open - we had all been warned that 
a big low was crossing the country 
and it was likely to blow and rain. 
The previous day had been sunny 
and calm so we couldn’t believe that 
it would be that bad! However, we 
awoke on the Sunday to continu-
ous rain. I prepared my boat and 
placed her in a solitary state just 
by the hard. She was the only one 

A LOOK BACK AT 2010 - AND A LOOK FORWARD TO 2011
By the UKWA Racing Secretary – Mike McKechnie

there. There didn’t seem to be much 
enthusiasm from inside the club! The 
club-house was steamed up, lots of 
mugs of coffee and tea were on the 
go and there wasn’t much movement 
towards the changing rooms for an 
11 am start!  The start gun went and 
it was a thrash up to the first 
windward mark.  Tacking was very 
tricky and big allowances had to be 
made for wind, waves and the bounc-
ing boat!  The prospect of gybing at 
the wing mark put the leader Richard 
Stone in a little bit of a quandary. 
Interestingly, gybing in the Wayfarer 
is always easier when the spinnaker 
is up because the big kite takes the 
pressure off the mainsail as the boom 
crosses the wind. However, when the 
wind is so strong that the spinnaker 
is too risky all the pressure is on the 
mainsail and there are fewer options 
available!  However, even bearing 
away was tricky because running 
dead-downwind resulted in the old 
‘ski-stick in the hand’ balancing game 
of trying to keep the dinghy under the 

mast and rig!  There were a number 
of capsizes further down the fleet 
and   the problem was that not only 
was it blowing very hard and raining, 
but it was also very cold!  I don’t 
think that winter had gone away 
at that time of year! I was wearing 
nearly every piece of clothing in the 
sailing bag!  The other race of the 
day was abandoned and, with arm 
and leg muscles straining, we all 
returned ashore for a hot shower!

The other clear memory of 2010 
was the 4th Race at the Shoreham 
“Southerns” Open on Sunday 16th 
May when the wind was blow-
ing about Force 4 from the south.  
For race 4, the final race, the wind 
strength and sea state appeared 
to have increased and beating was 
quite a challenge. It was another 
amazing race day of wind and waves 
with many lessons learnt and one or 
two bumps, bruises and tired 
bodies.
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PREVIEW 2011

   
Thur 7th - Sun 10th July 2011 EUROPEAN, Irish and UKWA National Championships, Nr. Dublin
   A combined Irish and UKWA National Championships as part of Dun Laoghaire Regatta 2011.  
   It is let your hair down time after the rigours of the 2010 Weymouth Championships.  Complete  
   with full Irish hospitality this is another one not to be missed! Put it in your diary today!
   See: http://www.dlregatta.org/sandbox/Index.asp?Menu=Home

Fri  29th Jul - Fri 5th Aug  Friesland Cruise with 'In Dubio'
   Another chance to cruise Friesland's huge and charming lake areas with the comfort and luxury  
   of your own cabin, with shower, breakfasts and suppers onboard 'In Dubio'.  To get the idea 
   see Wayfarer News Issue 109 Winter 2006.  Register your interest early as numbers are limited!
   Hans de Bruijne [debruijne.hans@gmail.com]

Sat 6th Aug - Wed 10th Aug   Sneek Week - Friesland, Holland
   Join in this huge classic regatta with our own class start. As much about the spectacle of the 
   other classes and the social side (beer) as it is about racing. But hey, we need a break after the 
   intensity of this year's Internationals!  You can stay on board 'In Dubio' for the first two nights  
   too!   Email Hans de Bruijne [debruijne.hans@gmail.com] to register your interest.

Mothership 'In Dubio'

Michael McNamara training at Datchet SC. Pretty sure he'll be saying some-
thing like 'Stop fiddling with the boat - get sailing - look outside the boat!' Ed.

With the Internationals in mind, race 
training events were organised; the 
main 'open' one being at Datchet; 
thanks to Michael McNamara for 
leading this. Thanks also to Ian 
Porter for his tuning session at the 
'Worlds'.  Obviously the Wayfarer 
Internationals have been the main 
highlight; but they are reported on 
elsewhere.  We have so far complet-
ed four National Circuit Series events 
in 2010 and still have two remaining 
at Upper Thames SC on the 25th and 
26th September and at Bough Beech 
on the 13th and 14th November.

Then, for 2011, I am planning a full 
complement of regional open meet-
ings, “Easterns”, “Inlands”, “West-
erns” and “Southerns” with some of 
them, ringing the changes, in new 
locations that Wayfarers have not 
been to for some time. I am abso-
lutely convinced that one of the really 
appealing aspects of the Open Meet-
ing Circuit is the opportunity to visit 
new clubs and waters and explore 

parts of the UK that have not been 
visited before. Obviously it is better if 
the hosting clubs have Wayfarers as 
well and, in all cases, this has been 
a high priority for selection for the 
Open Meetings for 2011.  Also, on 
the theme of ‘ringing the changes’, 
we will be ‘crossing the water’ for the 
National and European Champion-
ships 2011 in Dublin as part of the 

Dun Laoghaire regatta from the 7th 
to the 10th of July.  That will be the 
big event to plan for 2011 and I am 
visiting Dublin on the 21st /22nd Au-
gust to start that planning process.  
The full programme for the events 
for 2011 will be published on the 
website as soon it comes to fruition.

Mike  McKechnie, Racing Secretary

Weymouth was wonderful - so much 
fun with over 100 Wayfarers on the 
water!!   If you enjoyed that you'll 
enjoy these!              ©Richard Langon www.oceanimages.co.uk
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FRANK DYE

Wanderer W48 about to leave the Outer Hebridean island of Pabbay as Frank & Margaret  
begin an overnight passage to St. Kilda fifty miles out in the North Atlantic

Frank was not a particularly good sailor – he would have been at the back of the fleet in any race – but he 
was an extraordinary seaman; he was kind and prepared to keep his crew and his boat safe in any conditions 
that he came across. 

When we discussed marriage, Frank said I could sail anywhere I chose for our honeymoon. Coming out of 
the church, we changed into sailing gear, and I expected to drive towards Venice – which was my chosen 
cruise. Instead of going south, Frank continued to trail ‘Wanderer W48’ northwards. A day later we launched 
into the Minch, St. Kilda was Frank’s chosen cruise – and that passage with a very inexperienced crew! I fell 
overboard unconscious with seasickness a few hours into our first night’s sail, but the landfall at Village Bay 
St. Kilda many hours later was a memorable one.
 
In all the thousands of miles we sailed together, Frank was always kind, enthusiastic and grateful to sail 
‘Wanderer’ and meet interesting people. I am a lucky crew and have memories afloat and of meeting 
strangers world-wide.  Sailing with ‘Wanderer’ and Frank enriched my life – I am so grateful.
                                   
Margaret Dye,    May 20th 2010

Frank Dye
It is with great sadness that I inform you of the loss of 
the best-known Wayfarer ambassador ever likely to sail 
the boat, Frank Dye, who passed away peacefully on the 
16th May. His name is as renowned as the boat itself, 
and he will always be remembered as the person who 
showed how seaworthy the boat is, and just what can be 
achieved in this incredible craft. Progress in boat materi-
als and construction, navigation equipment, and cloth-
ing technology mean that his feats of sailing his wooden 
Wayfarer W48 on trips to Iceland and Norway will never 

be equalled, no matter what seas following generations 
of Wayfarer sailors attempt to cross.

It was Frank, with his wife Margaret, who started the 
tradition of the Wayfarer cruising rallies and the Win-
ter Cruising Conference Weekend, both of which have 
grown to their present popularity from the humble 
beginnings of inviting a few friends to cross the Wash, 
and organizing a weekend around February for some fel-
low Wayfarer cruising enthusiasts to join him to discuss 
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Margaret & Frank share supper in the fjords of northern 
Norway above the Polar Circle - Wanderer dried out in 
the background as the tide ebbs

Hi Wayfarer-folks !
I am privileged to have read all of Frank's cruise-reports,  I can give you some idea of the mostly Nordic/Scandinavian ones.
 
1. The first long distance open sea passage over the North Sea from Lowestoft via Helgoland, Esbjerg to 
 Kristiansand, Norway in 1960. 
2. Destination Trondhjem in 1961, stopped by weather at Cape Stadlandet (a very dangerous weather corner of   
 South Norway that W48 "Wanderer" passed three times!!), ended in Ålesund. 
3. Next year's try for Trondhjem, broke mast barely two days out, returned to re-rig the mast and drill a new   
 pivot-hole. Hove-to at Utsira gave more delay. Cruise ended in Ålesund. 
4. 1963 open North Atlantic 650 nm voyage to Iceland: "After 10 days a vacation-trip becomes hard work!" 
5. 1964 the famous "Summercruise" received again at Ålesund this time by: "You are Madmen!" and FD's 
 remark 'I am enclined to believe so'. 
6. 1965 to the small island of St. Kilda far out in the Atlantic Ocean. 
7. 1966 Orkney - Shetlands cruise. 
8. 1968 Esbjerg via the perilous west coast of Denmark (good enough reason for building the Kiel Canal), 
 Limfjord, Kattegat Sea to the Sound and the Swedish island of Ven to start the Scandinavian Wayfarer 
 Association and via Dragør to continue towards Bornhom. With no wind - stopped on the south coast of 
 Sweden running out of time. 
9. 1970 Lofoten, Svolvær for North Cape. No wind at first with high pressure, sun and rowing; icy cold polar-  
 weather after Tromsø.  
10. 1973 Along East Anglia and South Coast of England past Land's End with fear of *ground swell* from the 
 Atlantic (Margaret demanded an outboard in case of calm conditions right there!).
  And there are many more: Qatar, Persian Gulf before the cruises of North America - it's just too fantastic to 
 know such a marvellous Wayfarer-driver,  a truly peaceful, never to be surpassed Wayfarer Viking! 
 Ken Jensen W1348 "Maitken"     

aspects of cruising. It is due to Frank initiating these 
events that Wayfarer Cruising has grown in (international) 
stature and importance to equal that of Wayfarer Racing 
– something that is completely unique to the Wayfarer, 
(and sister dinghy, the Wanderer), among dinghy classes.

Frank has been an inspiration to all of us current 
Wayfarer cruisers, though he would never have claimed 
such a reputation for himself, being an exceptionally 
modest person. The fame Frank enjoyed never went to 
his head. If anything, the reverse was true, as he 
preferred to sail quietly on his own, or with Margaret, 
always turning down pleas to join any rallies to avoid any 
attention he might receive. 

Frank was a great speaker, and entertained audiences 
at many sailing establishments with tales of his many 
and varied cruises, always given with a self-deprecat-
ing sense of humour. He was also a fine writer, with his 
first book 'Ocean-Crossing Wayfarer' enjoying a revival 
after being recently re-printed. I had the good fortune to 
meet Frank a number of times, and I will always treasure 
the personally signed copy I have of this excellent book. 
Frank will be sorely missed by the many people who 
knew him – in person or by reputation - but his stature as 
the greatest dinghy cruiser there is likely ever to be, will 
live on in our minds and hearts.

Ralph Roberts UKWA (Commodore) W9885

Editor's note: Many tributes have passed by my inbox but well beyond the scope of this page. Instead I have included these 
now iconic images which I know were a couple of Frank's favourites and which I think 'speak a thousand words' about 
Franks approach to and love of sailing.  Many thanks to Ken Jensen for responding to my request for a summary of Frank's 
cruises and to Margaret for her letter.
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IMPRESSIONS FROM WEYMOUTH
Miles and Miles of water – but where to set the course?

THE WAYFARER INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS                       July 17th-23rd 2010 WEYMOUTH - UK

A record one hundred and 
seven Wayfarers showed for 
these championships! Held every 
three years, the International Cham-
pionships cycle between the USA, 
Canada, the UK and Ireland - and 
Denmark, where the last event was 
held in 2007. This year’s event was 
held at the Weymouth and Portland 
Sailing Academy and incorporated 
the UK National Championships. The 
class has seen a huge surge in inter-
est following the launch two years 
ago of the Wayfarer Mark IV. This 
brings this classic dinghy bang up 
to date in terms of contemporary de-
sign, build quality, performance and 
features. Forty-five of these Hart-
ley-produced boats attended; some 
helms having moved over from their 
classic ‘woodies’ and the rest of the 
Mark IVs bringing new blood to the 

fleet. Sunday was Practice Race day 
which also incorporated practice 
starts and boat tuning sessions. The 
Practice Race was held in Weymouth 
Bay in a glorious force four south-
westerly with sunny conditions and 
waves to match. 
Weather conditions for the week 
were governed by a weak and slow 
moving low-pressure area over 
England and Wales - torrential rain 
and thunderstorms were forecast 
with light southerly breezes.  As it 
happened, the rain passed us by and 
warm, sunny conditions prevailed. 
South-westerlies at Portland are 
beneficial as they are reinforced by 
any sea breeze, indeed this effect 
seemed to be strongest within the 
harbour itself. This gave the race 
officer the option of an alternative 
sailing area should the wind become 

fickle in Weymouth Bay - the pre-
ferred racing area – while at the same 
time getting the fleet most of the way 
home.  The bay sailing area meant a 
three to four mile run down from the 
WPNSA along the beautiful Purbeck 
coast to the start line. This distance 
was needed by the time bunkering 
tankers and other constraints came 
into play, while at the same time giv-
ing us more exposure to longer and 
more interesting wave patterns.
The first and second races were 
held out in the bay in spectacularly 
clear and sunny conditions with a 
light south-easterly breeze between 
six and eight knots. With lengthy 
line starts, gate starts not having 
been a tradition with the fleet so far, 
there were some doubts about get-
ting everyone cleanly away; but on 
Monday at least, the fleet was well 
disciplined. Previous champions Stu 
Rix and Mike Claxton (Cannes YC) in 
their new Mark IV W10705, showed 
their intentions by getting the perfect 
pin end start to a windward/leeward 
race, crossing the fleet on port tack 
and going on to win from Martin 
Collen and Tom Preston (Upper 
Thames SC) in their venerable fifty 
year old W88 ‘Pieces of Eight’, with 

All images above and right: © Richard Langdon www.oceanimages.co.uk
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THE WAYFARER INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS                       July 17th-23rd 2010 WEYMOUTH - UK

Roger Challis and Mark Johnston 
third in their +S, W9174 ‘Just Add 
Water’ from Waldringfield SC. The 
second race was three-laps  of an 
Olympic triangular course held in the 
dying breeze with Simon Potts and 
Christian Sutherland first in W10738 
‘Stab in the Dark’ (Royal Lymington 
YC), Michael McNamara and Simon 
Townsend second in W10648 ‘The 
Poacher’ (Norfolk Broads YC) with 
the Collen team third. 

With fog around on the Tuesday, 
the pragmatic decision was made to 
hold Race Three in Portland Har-
bour. Signs of indiscipline ensued 
and the black flag was quickly 
brought out. Current champion Peter 
Sigetty-Bøje from Denmark made 
the perfect start to a windward-lee-
ward course from the committee 
boat end of the line. However, the 
fleet split on the run and those tak-
ing the Portland Bill side spuriously 
found more wind pressure from the 
light south-westerly breeze, the 
effect holding on the subsequent 
beat. This enabled Stu Rix to grab 
the lead again from W7110 Tim Rush 
and Robin Hobson (Shoreham SC) 
second, with John Goudie and Su-
zanne Hall (Wilsonian SC) finishing 
third. Race Four was postponed until 
Wednesday in the hope of picking 
up more wind and better visibility. 
At this point Rix held the advantage, 
but Collen, Rush and McNamara 
were threatening to make this a 
close-fought contest.

Wednesday brought top-end force 
four south-westerlies and good 
waves to test the fleet’s spinnaker 
surfing abilities. The McNamara 
team coped best in the wonderful 

planing conditions and took back 
the advantage from Rix with a first 
and a second place in races four and 
five respectively.  Rix took a second 
and eleventh while Dave Wade and 
Jamie Marsden in their new Mark 
IV W10729 ‘Black Pearl’ started to 
threaten the top rankings with a 1st 
place in the second race of the day.
Thursday brought lighter breezes 
in the seven to ten knot range and 

All images above and right: © Richard Langdon www.oceanimages.co.uk



WAYFARER NEWS SUMMER 2010    ISSUE 119

8

was swinging plus or minus fifteen 
degrees around southerly, causing 
concerns to the race team trying to 
lay the long line. After two attempts 
to get the fleet off and a couple of 
hours delay it was reported to the 
race officer that the sea-breeze was 
steady in Portland Harbour – the 
fleet duly returned there and rac-
ing proceeded. The black flag was 
brought into play with a vengeance 
and in these lighter conditions Potts 
secured two first places. Although 
Wade secured a second place in 
Race Six he was caught by the black 
flag along with Sigetty-Bøje in Race 
Seven – suddenly Potts looked fa-
vourite for the championship. 
On the final day, the championship 
was finely poised between Rix and 
Potts with McNamara close behind.  
The low-pressure area was giving 
way to a high, so Friday brought 
light northerlies. Race eight was set 
out in the bay with the windward 
mark fairly close to the cliffs off 
the Purbeck coastline – this looked 
tricky.  Even trickier with the sea-
breeze beginning to fight the north-
erly – this was beginning to look like 

lake-sailing. Black flags were brought 
out straightaway in order to expedite 
the proceedings.   The upwind/down-
wind course was selected and be-
came a bit of a lottery as, in random 
succession, the left, the middle or 
the right became favourite. At times 
the strongest breezes were under 
the cliffs, where if you were lucky 
you could scream into the windward 
mark on a reach!  With similar effects 
happening on the spinnaker run 
down, boats rafted up at the leeward 
gate while others steamed in from 
various angles. McNamara coped 
best with all this, gaining another first 
place while Rix and Potts suffered a 
ninth and twelfth respectively – the 
initiative had moved strongly back to 
McNamara. Wade was also back in 
the ring with a third place. 

A lot depended on the final race and 
in an ideal world a steady breeze.  
This was not to be as the sea-breeze 
continued to fight the northerly.  The 
race was shortened in the dying 
breeze – McNamara’s eighth place 
was the best of the title contenders 
and with that he secured the cham-

On Torpedoes, Tankers & Lobsters
The event gave us all an insight into 
how race officers will have to cope 
during the Olympics in 2012.  The 
WPSNA race team lead by Frank 
Newton did a fantastic job - quite 
apart from Frank’s running com-
mentary delivered in hilarious style 
during morning briefings and via 
his PA system on the water.  Sun-
day was practice race on a glorious 
sunny day with good breeze – we 
were ushered a couple of miles out 
into Weymouth Bay and did three 
practice starts with the 650m line, 
the latter two starts reported as be-
ing better than anything seen later 
in the event itself when black flags 
were needed to tame the fleet. By 
Monday we were beginning to learn 
that course setting wasn’t so easy: 
tankers could arrive for bunkering at 
short notice and there were warships 
scooting around – let alone the wind-
shifts.  But by now we were getting 
practised at transits and at one time 
we had the best transit of all in the 
form of the White Horse on the hills 
at Osmington – only for that start to 
be abandoned in the shifty breeze!

We were also given graphic ac-
counts by our race officer of torpedo 
testing which was supposed to be 
confined to isolated parts of the 
area. Many of us soon sailed past a 
floating football with accompanying 
RIB which turned out to be the said 
trial.  The race officer with a particu-
larly spectacular view of the torpedo 
carving up the fleet complained to 
the harbour-master who reported 
that said torpedo was out of control!  

And on Monday, well into the start-
ing sequence of the second race a 
lobster boat decided in all that huge 
area of sea that he needed to be 
pulling pots right on our start line!   

images above and lower right: © Richard Langdon www.oceanimages.co.uk

pionship with the most consistent 
overall performance.   However, the 
fickle conditions were mastered by 
Tony Cooper and Harrie Condie in 
W10727 'Alchemy' from Datchet 
Water SC who took first place; Phil 
Bull and Tim Norris from Warsash SC 
in W10617 'Yella' second and Neil 
Fletcher and Chas Edwards third in 
W9644 'Betty Blue' from Waldring-
field SC. On the route back to and 
through Portland Harbour the sea 
breeze strengthened and steadied 
– c’est la vie!  
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Gold/Silver/Bronze
The 107 entry fleet had been split 
into three categories depending 
on experience. Gold for those who 
had been to open meetings before, 
silver for club sailors and bronze 
for cruisers, day sailors or relative 
beginners. There would be slight 
adjustments after four races as 
those who had kept quiet about their 
intensive experience were found-out 
and upgraded – not quite like being 
upgraded to club class!  Especially 
if you were upgraded to gold as you 
then had to have your boat weighed 
and the centreboard angle-of-dan-
gle checked as the rest of the gold 
fleet boats had undergone during 
registration.  In deference to the wide 
range of experience and ability in 
the fleet a PA system was installed 
on the committee boat so we had a 
comprehensive running commentary 
of what was going on from the race 
officer.  Acerbic comments like – ‘if 
you don’t move away you’ll get a 
shot through your bows’ – on which, 
after the said vulnerable Wayfarer 
had moved away and the subsequent 
cannon fired would come comments 
like -  ‘thought you would!’  

The WPNSA
How did the WPNSA facility cope 
with our event? For choice of sailing 
waters it would perhaps be hard 
to beat Weymouth; sea or harbour 
courses could be chosen and sea 
breezes could be advantageous. For 
boat-parking space, ease of launch-
ing, car parking and camper van 
hook-ups it is all great. Unrelieved 

concrete perhaps but when you get 
out into the bay the Purbeck coastal 
scenery was great. The WPNSA staff 
were always very helpful and sup-
portive too. Small changing rooms 
with no under-floor heating or aircon 
and limited toilet facilities was all a 
big surprise: very ‘sixties’ - not too 
bad though. Coping with the socials 
was a challenge – but then how many 

images above and lower right: © Richard Langdon www.oceanimages.co.uk
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WAYFARER NEWS SUMMER 2010    ISSUE 119

10

sailing clubs can easily cater for 200 
people?  The main issue was that 
there was a serving cafeteria with 
seating in one room and a separate 
function room – if these could have 
been adjacent with connecting parti-
tions it would have been perfect. 
As it was, people were floating 
along corridors with food – all a bit 
strange. By the International Evening 
the big hanger area was utilised 
and this worked very well except for 
the dreadful acoustics!  However 
the Irish contingent gave us a great 
show, setting the scene (and tone) 
for next year’s Nationals in Dublin. 

By prize-giving the function room 
was back in play, but we were begin-
ning to get used to the format. It was 

great that many, many people stayed 
and provided a lovely atmosphere 
to this concluding event.  Thanks 
to Roger Proctor for presenting the 
awards. This was capped with the 
Hartley Boys calling out individually 
everyone’s boat number, whereupon 
we scrabbled through the crowded 
room to pick up our rather lovely 
generously sized fleeces.  As we don 
them in the thick of winter we’ll see 
that HB logo and web address - and 
wonder whether its time to order the 
new Mark IV for 2011!

It was great to have seven boats 
over from Denmark and eight boats 
from Northern Ireland and the Irish 
Republic.  Furthest travelled were 
Jim & Linda Heffernan, who bor-

On-water images above and right: © Richard Langdon www.oceanimages.co.uk

Our shore team from right:
Quentin Strauss, Sarah Burgess,
Louise McKechnie, Liz Motherwell

Ian Porter leads the Tuning Session with boat weighing in the 
background led by Quentin Strauss

rowed John Hartley's Mark 1 Woody 
'Fantasia' W7628, and Simon Strauss 
& Fred Kemp who borrowed brother 
Quentin's Mark IV W10618 'Gorgeous 
Worgeous' - these teams both from 
the USA.  UKWA Chairman Quentin 
generously missed out on all the fun 
and seconded himself to boat-weigh-
ing and centreboard angle-of-dangle 
duties for the gold fleet - in the 
values of which he is now the world-
leading specialist!

This was a wonderful week’s sailing 
in superb conditions and enjoyed 
throughout the fleet by everyone 
– with intensive competition at every 
level.  
        
Ray Scragg W7698 BlueJay

Jim & Linda Heffernan in W7628 'Fantasia' from 
Morehead Beaufort YC,  North Carolina
- the furthest travelled
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1st ‘The Poacher’, W10648, Norfolk Broads YC  (left)
  Michael McNamara & Simon Townsend, UK, Mark IV, McNamara Sails
  Winner of 'The Wayfarer Trophy' as International Champion 
  Winner of 'The Small Craft Trophy' as National Champion
  Winner of 'US Wayfarer Trophy' & 'UKWA Plymouth Trophy'  for Race 4   
  Winner of 'The Crew's Trophy'

2nd ‘JP Dinghies’, W10705, Cannes YC (above)
 Stuart Rix & Mike Claxton, France, Mark IV, McNamara Sails
 Winner of 'The UKWA Trophy' and 'Lionel Munk Trophy' for Race 1
 Winner of 'The Scandinavia Trophy' & 'Ian Proctor Trophy' for Race 3 
 Winner of Idler's Bucket (Practice Race)

3rd ‘Stab in the Dark’ W10738, Royal Lymington YC Simon 
Potts & Christian Sutherland, UK, Mark IV, P&B Sails (left)
Winner of  'The Canadian Wayfarer Trophy' and
  'The Aln Trophy' for Race 2
Winner of  'The Scottish Wayfarer Quaich' for Race 6

4th ‘Black Pearl’ W10729, Northampton SC, Dave Wade & 
Jamie Marsdon, UK, Mark IV, P&B Sails (right)
Winner of 'The Ian Proctor Wayfarer Cup' for Race 5; 
Winner of 'The Newcomer's Trophy' 

Full results tables on www.wayfarer.org.uk
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UK, 

5th ‘Pieces of Eight’ W88, Upper Thames SC, Martin Collen 
& Tom Preston, UK, Mark 1 Wood, P&B Sails

6th ‘Apple’ W7110 Shoreham SC Tim Rush & Robin Hobson, 
UK, Mark 1 Wood, North Sails  (below)
Winner of 'The Duncannon Trophy' for best helm and crew 
(>100+ years)

7th ‘Gorgeous Worgeous’ W10618, Simon Strauss & Fred Kemp, 
USA, Mark IV, Hartley/Jeckells Sails (below)

8th ‘Windwhisperer’ W10568, Aarhus Sejiklub, Peter & 
Jonathan Sigetty-Boje, Denmark, Mark IV, McNamara Sails
(below)

9th ‘Just Add Water’ W9174, Waldringfield SC, Roger Challis 
& Mark Johnston, UK, +S, Banks Sails (below)
Winner Club Team Trophy (Waldringfield SC)

10th ‘Billy Ruffian’ W10717, Waldringfield SC, Gordon Harris &
Beth Condie, UK, Mark IV, Hartley/Jeckells Sails
Winner Club Team Trophy (Waldringfield SC)

Top four images this page + top left facing page
 © Steve Bell www.fotoboat.com

Lower two images and remaining facing page images
 © Richard Langdon www.oceanimages.co.uk
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UK, 

10th ‘Billy Ruffian’ W10717, Waldringfield SC, Gordon Harris &
Beth Condie, UK, Mark IV, Hartley/Jeckells Sails
Winner Club Team Trophy (Waldringfield SC)

28th 'Alchemy' W10727, Datchet Water SC
Tony Cooper & Harrie Condie, UK, Mark IV  (above)
Winner of 'The Bill Hodshon Trophy' for Race 9

11th 'Still Gamboling' W10614, Wilsonian SC, Brian Lamb 
& Tony Hunt, UK, Mark IV (above)

12th 'Betty Blue' W9644, Waldringfield SC, Neil Fletcher 
& Chas Edwards, UK, +S (below)
Winner Club Team Trophy (Waldringfield SC)

15th 'Big Dipper' W10688', Shoreham SC, Bill & Lisa Whitney, 
UK, Mark IV (left)
Winner of the 'Pert Platter' for first husband and wife crew

20th W10666, Richard & Mark Hartley, UK, Mark IV (below)
 Winner of 'The Carrick Trophy'  (best double generation)
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1st Silver Fleet ‘Catspaw’ W628, Hickling Broad SC, Brian Wilkins & 
Chris Tucket,  UK

4th Silver Fleet ‘Fantasia’ W7628, Morehead Beaufort 
YC Jim & Linda Heffernan, USA

2nd Silver Fleet, 
‘Megaphone’ W8848,
 Medway YC, Brian McKenzie 
& Ross McKenzie, UK (left)

3rd Silver Fleet ‘Grey Fox’ W10739, Minima YC, Steve Collins & Peter Collins, UK

5th Silver Fleet‘Second Childhood III’ W10690
Shoreham SC Michael Green & Graham Ingram, UK

6th Silver Fleet ‘Norwegian Blue’ W8181, Parkstone YC 
David Moss & Sue Poulson, UK

 © Steve Bell www.fotoboat.com

 © Steve Bell www.fotoboat.com
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3rd Silver Fleet ‘Grey Fox’ W10739, Minima YC, Steve Collins & Peter Collins, UK

7th Silver Fleet ‘Devon Pickle’ W6288, Parkstone YC 
Bruce Gridley & Terry Berrett, UK

9th Silver Fleet ‘Krabask’ W10649, Roskilde Seiklub, Soeren 
Svarre & Jesper Nothlev, Denmark

10th Silver Fleet ‘Liquidasset’ W10606, Greystones SC
Monica Schaefer & Tom Harlow, ROI
Winner of 'The Wansfell Trophy' (first lady helm)

 © Steve Bell www.fotoboat.com

Images  © Richard Langdon www.oceanimages.co.uk
except those marked otherwise

 © Steve Bell www.fotoboat.com

 © Steve Bell www.fotoboat.com

 © Steve Bell www.fotoboat.com

8th Silver Fleet  ‘OOH OH’ W10570, Great Moor SC
Ian Richards & Adam Light, UK
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8th Bronze Fleet ‘Josh’, W6042, 
Island Barn Res SC, Will Scott & Jamie Scott, UK 
 Winner of 'The Dick Notley Junior Trophy'

1st Bronze Fleet, 'Ten Grand' W10000
Chew Valley Lake SC, John Shaw & Josh Preater, UK

2nd Bronze Fleet  ‘Black Pearl’, W10650, Parkstone 
YC, Steve Haley & Richard Spencer, UK

3rd  Bronze fleet ‘Talulah’, W8454, Aldeburgh YC,
 Matthew Scott & Phoebe Scott, UK, (No Picture)

4th Bronze Fleet ‘Complete Fiasco’, W7470, Bough 
Beech SC, Guy Marks & Robert Parnham, UK

5th Bronze Fleet ‘Wizzard’, W9592, Parkstone YC, Mark Matthews &
Simon Philbrick, UK

 © Steve Bell www.fotoboat.com
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'Classic' spinnaker bags from McNamara Sails
for a Mark IV Wayfarer. Complete with handy pockets

Most of the top Wayfarer helms gathered at Parkstone 
YC early on a hot and sunny Saturday morning, the 26th 
June, for the “Westerns” Championships, the 4th Nation-
al Circuit Event and the last competitive open meeting 
before the big international meeting, three weeks hence, 
due to start on the Saturday 17th July at the WPNSA, 
Weymouth.   The Class welcomed back to Wayfarer rac-
ing a past international champion, Stu Rix with his crew 
Mike Claxton. Having entered the “International” meeting 
at Weymouth as a member of Cannes YC they were 
using the Parkstone Open as work-up training. In the 
event they didn’t need much training because, in race 
one, they ended up in a ding-dong battle with Michael 
McNamara at the front of the fl eet and fi nally secured a 
race win in their fi rst Wayfarer event since the 1990s.

The racing took place in what is known as the top tri-
angle in Poole Harbour.  Six races were planned for the 
two day, weekend meeting; three races on the Saturday 
and three on the Sunday. The wind varied a great deal 
in strength (force 1 to 3) and also direction which gave 
the race offi  cer, Steve Randle, a very diffi  cult task. In 
general the wind came from a south-easterly direction 
which meant that Brownsea Island was in the way! It was 
interesting that sometimes the pressure and wind-seams 
were funnelling down the left of the course and then, in 
the afternoons, as the sea-breeze turned south with the 
sun, the greater wind pressure was on the right of the 
course.  In the event it all produced some very interest-
ing racing.  Much depended on the starts and the side 
of the course selected. Those who managed to position 
themselves well at the start and get into a good wind 
seam early were able to capitalize on the situation and 
get to the fi rst windward mark in the leading group. The 
other motto to follow was “stay out of trouble” which 
yours truly did not manage to do on a couple of occa-
sions when trying to make up ground after poor starts!  
Michael McNamara, however, demonstrated a cool head 
in the hot conditions because, on a number of occasions 
he did not have a particularly brilliant start and yet, by 
race end, he had managed to work his way through the 
fl eet to the front.  Richard Stone and Phil Stacey from 
Medway YC were also going very well over the weekend 
and managed one race win, a second and a third to put 
them in second place overall.  Bill and Lisa Whitney, from 
Shoreham SC, also had a cracking weekend to follow 
their Shoreham Open Meeting successes six weeks ear-
lier. They had a second, a third and two fi fths to put them 
in third place overall with a net score of 21.  Also fi nish-
ing on a nett 21, but in fourth place and edged out of the 
third spot overall after count-back, was Martin Collen 
and Tom Preston in their famous boat number 88, Pieces 
of Eight. Fifth place overall was achieved by Gordon 
Harris, crewed by Beth Condie.  They were always at or 
near the front of the fl eet by dint of clever reading of the 
conditions in their new Mark IV, “Billy Ruffi  an”.  Another 
famous boat that was performing consistently well in the 

WAYFARER 'WESTERNS'
PARKSTONE YC  26th-27th June 2010

predominantly light airs conditions, fi nishing sixth overall, 
was boat number 8888, Doubloons, crewed by Graham 
Barker with his son Robin.  It was a very successful race 
meeting, well supported by twelve local boats, and 
particularly well organized by Parkstone YC’s Wayfarer 
Class Captain, Glynn Marples.

 Mike McKechnie, UKWA Racing Secretary

1st W10648 'The Poacher', Michael McNamara & Simon Townsend, Norfolk Broads YC, 2nd W10609 'In Off  the Black',  
Richard Stone & Phil Stacey, Medway YC ,3rd W10688 'Big Dipper', Bill & Lisa Whitney, Shoreham SC ,4th W88 'Pieces 
of Eight', Martin Collen & Tom Preston, Upper Thames SC, 5th W10717 'Billy Ruffi  an', Gordon Harris & Beth Condie, 
Waldringfi eld SC 

SIMPLY

 THE BEST

McNamara Sails
Unit 5, Catfield Industrial Estate
Catfield, Norfolk, NR29 5BG
Tel/Fax 01692 584186
email: michael@mcnamara-sails.com

 1st & 2nd International 
     & National Wayfarer

          Championships 
               Weymouth 2010

1st Eastern, Southern & Western 
    Wayfarer Championships 2010

Facing page images  © Richard Langdon 
www.oceanimages.co.uk except top left
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The Wayfarer Eastern Area Cham-
pionships took place under the 
flag of Medway Yacht Club. Racing 
took place in the large area of water 
between the Victorian Folly and Dar-
net Forts, originally built to protect 
Chatham Dockyard. On the first day 
the wind was typically NNE 6 -  8kts, 
with a foul flooding tide until the 3rd 
race.

Race 1. The leaders came from the 
pin end of the line tacking early to 
the right side of the course to get 
tide protection in Yantlet Creek. 
Richard Stone and Phil Stacey es-
tablished an early lead and went on 
to win the shortish 2 lap race. Behind 
them there was much place changing 
with Dave Roberts and Mike Bry-
ant keeping their cool to take 2nd 
and Michael McNamara and Simon 
Townsend recovering from a poor 
start to catch-up to 3rd.

Race 2. The pin end was again much 
favoured, however early tacks were 
the order, again over to the right side 
to shelter from the last of the flood 
tide. Those on the righthand side of 
the first beat received a handsome 
reward with a 20 degree rightie plus 
more pressure. Marten Collen and 
Tom Preston established an early 
lead which they maintained for the 
first lap, eventually succumbing to 
McNamara on the second beat. Bill 
and Lisa Whitney and John Goudie 
and Suzanne Hall both sailed great 
races in their new Mark IVs finishing 
3rd and 4th respectively.

Race 3. With the tide now ebbing, 
Simon Winn the race officer sent 
a round-the-cans finish-up-river 
course for the final race, the first 
mark a short distance to windward. 
Neil Collingridge and Ann Spalding 
were OCS and restarted, several 

WAYFARER EASTERN CHAMPIONSHIPS MEDWAY YC        
3rd National Circuit Event – 12th & 13th June 2010

others did not and were either lucky 
or flicked. Another large rightie with 
pressure arrived in the minutes be-
fore the start allowing those starting 
at the committee boat end to reach 
the mark in a single tack. McNamara 
won the chase to the windward mark 
with Quentin and 10 year old son 
Harry Strauss 2nd and Stone 3rd. 
The fleet were all closely bunched as 
they reached the first leeward mark 
under spinnaker and then turned 
for another long fetch to a second 
‘windward’ mark. Some confusion 
arose with McNamara setting off in 
the wrong direction for ‘SY4’. Lo-
cal sailors Strauss and Stone took 
advantage of this and took the lead 
and set off on the 1.5 mile foul tide 
run to the finish. Strauss maintained 
his lead to the finish, taking advan-
tage of his son’s excellent spin-
naker handling (not bad for his very 
first time trimming a spinnaker and 
sailing a Wayfarer). Stone finished 
3rd, succumbing to a course cor-
rected McNamara who finished 2nd. 
Collen finished 4th and Collingridge 
achieved a great recovery from his 
OCS start to finish 5th. The many 
who stayed at the club enjoyed a 
great dinner and a sneaky peak at 
Robert Green’s faux pas.

Race 4. On the second day the 
wind swung around to the SSW and 
gradually build throughout the day 
from 5kts to 14kts. Close racing 
took place throughout this race. The 
committee boat end was margin-
ally favoured, but not by enough to 
have a significant impact. After 3 
laps the top half dozen boats were 
still closely packed and fighting for 
every place. On the final spinnaker 
reach McNamara had a final winning 
lead, Strauss gybing on the inside of 
the group and sailing hot to the line 
took 2nd from Collingridge 3rd. Brian 

Lamb and Tony Hunt, Collen and 
Stone all were shut out and finished 
4th – 6th respectively.

Race 5. Again another close-fought 
race with plenty of place changing as 
boats balanced wind versus tide ad-
vantage. Another win for McNamara 
from Collen and Lamb.

Race 6. A leftie before the start had 
most boats tacking onto Port at the 
start. McNamara won the pin and 
led the race from start to finish. A 
number of new faces were in the 
hunt for the first lap or so including 
Stuart Bailey and Zoe Noble proving 
older plastic boats can be competi-
tive. Eventually the same faces rose 
to the front - Stone taking 2nd and 
Collen 3rd. The fresher winds and 
some smart sailing suited Roberts 
who took 4th.

Overall: McNamara won the event 
comfortably, albeit a number of 
teams were pressing at his heels 
from time to time and once or twice 
getting the better of him. 25 Wayfar-
ers in all, 8 of the top 14 boats were 
Mark IVs, 5 were woodies and 1 an 
older plastic boat, clearly there was 
excellent racing for all, no matter 
their chosen boat. The club put on 
a very well organized and friendly 
regatta and final special thanks to 
race officer Simon Winn who did a 
generally excellent job, and very 
noticeably not hanging around 
between racing.
                            Quentin Strauss

1st Michael McNamara & Simon Townsend
2nd Richard Stone and Phil Stacey
3rd Martin Collen and Tom Preston
4th Quentin and Harry Strauss
5th Neil Collingridge and Ann Spalding
6th Brian Lamb and Tony Hunt

© Richard Janulewicz
www.fotoboat.com
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The weekend of 19th / 20th June 
saw a small but competitive fleet of 
Wayfarers gather at East Down YC 
for this years Irish National Cham-
pionships, which was run concur-
rently with the Fireball Ulsters and 
a Drascombe rally!  Thankfully the 
weather gods did their best and sail-
ing conditions were perfect over the 
weekend, giving a variety of winds 
in sunny weather.  Sailing took place 
on Strangford Lough, venue for the 
2001 Wayfarer Worlds.

On Saturday morning, everyone was 
greeted by sunshine and a force 
four northerly, which remained pret-
ty steady throughout the day.  Race 
Officer Roy Edwards got everyone 
off first time in Race 1 in an ebbing 
tide, with locals Trevor Fisher and 
Ian Luney leading from start to finish 
around the trapezoidal course.  They 
were followed by last year's Irish 
Champions, Monica Schaefer and 
Rob Lyne (Greystones SC) and Gor-
don Jess / Robin Anderson (EDYC) 
who were enjoying the stronger 
winds!  In Race 2, a port end bias on 
the start allowed a number of boats 
to make early gains, with Trevor 
Fisher again leading from the start.  
Laurence Denyer made big gains by 
heading left on the first windward 
leg, but was eventually overhauled 
by Schaefer who took second place 
again, behind Fisher. Denyer fin-
ished third, followed by Jess.  

A slacker tide for race 3 resulted 
in a number of boats misjudging 
the start line, with Fisher, Schaefer 
and Henry O’Friel / Elaine Vogan all 
over and having to re-start and try 
and work their way back through 
the fleet.  A slightly stronger wind 
resulted in Jess showing the fleet a 
clean pair of heels, with Fisher com-
ing through to take second.  Denyer 
sailed well, to take his second third 
place of the day. The wind dropped 
slightly for the final race, with a 
few gusts coming through to keep 
everyone on their toes.  Fisher again 
led from start to finish, with Denyer 
(2nd) sailing well to hold off Jess, 
who took third in front of the Sker-
ries SC crew of Gerry Byrne / John 
Knox.  O’Friel squeezed in to take 
fifth, in front of Schaefer, who had 

IRISH WAYFARER NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS - EAST DOWN YC 
   19TH – 20TH JUNE 2010

capsized in a gust on one of the runs. 
The fleet returned to shore, to join the 
Fireballs and Drascombes for a very 
sociable mid-summer barbeque in 
EDYC.  After Day 1, Fisher (3 points) 
led from Jess (7), Denyer (8) and 
Schaefer (8).

Day 2 dawned to a forecast of less 
wind and the Race Officer decided 
to run the races in Holm Bay, south 
of the previous day’s course.  Olym-
pic courses replaced the trapezoidal 
courses of the previous day.  The 
fleet drifted out, through occasional 
patches of wind and big holes. Fortu-
nately the Race Officer did not rush to 
get the fleets away, but waited until a 
steady F 2/3 north easterly settled in.

A square line in Race 5 resulted in the 
tightest race of the series so far, with 
Fisher, Schaefer and Denyer all in 
close contention on the first lap.  An 
infringement by Schaefer at the first 
gybe mark resulted in her having to 
do penalty turns, letting O’Friel come 
through to take third behind Fisher 
and Denyer in 1st and 2nd.  This gave 
Fisher the title with a race to spare. 
In the final race of the event a wind 

shift shortly before the start allowed 
Fisher to make a port tack start and 
cross the fleet, but good use of the 
wind-shifts allowed Schaefer and 
Denyer to close the gap.  A close 
race followed, which Fisher took, 
followed by Schaefer and Denyer, 
giving the title to Trevor Fisher 
(whose father, Mike, had previously 
won the event four years in a row in 
the 90’s!) and Ian Luney, 
Laurence Denyer and Gordon Reid 
took second (showing that a well 
sailed Plus S is still very competitive) 
with Monica Schaefer and Rob Lyne 
in third.  

It was unfortunate that the turnout 
was so poor, but this was probably 
due to the fact that the event was 
held relatively early in the season 
and returned north for a second year 
in a row.  However we are all looking 
forward to a big turnout for the UK 
and Irish Nationals next year – see 
you in Dun Laoghaire!!!

1st W10686, Hofreki, T. Fisher & I. Luney (EDYC)      
2nd W10400, Swifter, L. Denyer & G. Reid (EDYC         
3rd W10606, Liquidasset,  M. Schaefer & R. Lyne (GSC)  
4th W10596, Hart-Beat, G. Jess & R. Anderson (EDYC) 
5th W8045, G. Byrne & J. Knox (SSC)                  

Monica Schaefer and Rob Lyne in 'Liquid Asset' W10606 and Laurence 
Denyer and Gordon Reid in 'Swifter' W10400 coming up to the 
windward mark , F2-3, Strangford Lough and SUNSHINE

Report by 
Laurence Denyer

1st Michael McNamara & Simon Townsend
2nd Richard Stone and Phil Stacey
3rd Martin Collen and Tom Preston
4th Quentin and Harry Strauss
5th Neil Collingridge and Ann Spalding
6th Brian Lamb and Tony Hunt

© Richard Janulewicz
www.fotoboat.com
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WAYFARER 'SOUTHERNS'
SHOREHAM SC  1st National Circuit Event 
15th -16th May 2010

Everybody gathered at Shoreham on Saturday morning 
the 15th May in glorious sunshine and full of anticipation 
for what appeared to be a sunny and light wind weekend 
in prospect. The forecasters had been saying that the cold 
north wind had gone! Some people were also distracted 
by the warm and sheltered feel of the Shoreham dinghy 
park and so, when they ventured out to sea on the Satur-
day for the first race at 2 pm, the sharp and cold south-
westerly was quite a shock for May. There were a total of 
17 boats with 5 from the home club.  A breeze of about 
force 3 was in place but also with some surprisingly large 
waves.

It was immediately apparent that Michael McNamara 
had noticed the line bias in the first race and won the 
pin end start. He was quickly away on port tack heading 
towards the shore. The tide was with boats heading up 
the first beat and so there was a danger of over-laying 
the first windward mark, but McNamara kept it tight and 
rounded a clear first with Alan Chaplin, Bill Whitney and 
Richard Stone chasing hard. Spinnakers were up and 
flying to the first wing mark and it was a pretty sight. The 
race consisted of triangles and sausages and there was 
much changing of race order in the middle of the fleet as 
mistakes were made and then individuals tried to claw 
back the places lost. Gordon Harris was on a charge from 
the first windward mark, which he only rounded in 6th or 
7th place, but by race end he had worked his way up to 
2nd place behind McNamara. Both of them had dispensed 
with their famous wooden boats and were sailing in Mark 
IVs.  Obviously Alan Chaplin was revelling in home waters 
because he finished 3rd in this first race of the meeting!  
The second race followed a similar pattern - McNamara 
leading off around the first windward mark and being 
chased by Bill Whitney, Gordon Harris and Richard Stone.  
Overnight, the open meeting order was Michael McNama-
ra leading from Gordon Harris, 2nd, with Shoreham local, 
Bill Whitney in 3rd place.

For the second day of racing, Sunday 16th May, more 
wind was expected and everyone had also learnt the cold 
lessons of the first day and many dry suits were in evi-
dence. Windguru forecast force 3 in the morning and force 
4 in the afternoon and that was probably how it turned 
out. To begin with the sea state was quite quiet after a 
relatively cold and windless night but the swell built up 
reasonably quickly and for the start of the first race there 
was quite a wind-driven chop to contend with. The 3rd 
race began at 11 am in the morning which meant that the 
tide was against boats for the beat to the first windward 
mark. There was the choice to go in-shore for the first 
leg and for some this paid off. Others went up the middle 
– keeping their options open! Once again McNamara was 
first to the mark, this time with Bill and Lisa Whitney close 
behind and with Richard Stone, Mike McKechnie and 
Peter Kay from Warsash SC chasing. There was a strong-
ish breeze to the first wing mark which was also quite 
shy, so many chose to delay putting up the spinnaker. 
McNamara flew his spinnaker but had trouble laying the 
mark. Others copied him and then got themselves into 
trouble. On balance those who chose not to fly the spin-

naker had least problems and planed at high speed to the 
wing mark into good positions. Even after the gybe some 
chose to keep the spinnaker down and, for this first trian-
gle with wind and tide as it was, seemed to pay off with 
some very fast planing and surfing down towards the lee-
ward mark.  Half way through the first race on Sunday the 
tide turned and so it appeared then to be more favourable 
to go left and out to sea up the second beat. By race end 
the positions were McNamara first, Bill Whitney second 
and Peter Kay, from Warsash, a well deserved 3rd, having 
worked very hard on the off-wind legs.

For Race 4, the final race, the wind strength and sea state 
appeared to have increased and beating was sometimes 
quite a challenge. There were numerous tales of people 
losing their footing in the boat in the large waves – even 
a story about Lisa Whitney going overboard at one point! 
Michael McNamara raced, even though he didn’t need 
to, and then secured another win, thus demonstrating 
his total mastery of the conditions with his crew Simon 
Townsend. Another well deserved second place went to 
Bill and Lisa Whitney, followed home by fellow Shoreham 
crew Alan Chaplin and Philip Ayton.  McNamara’s new 
boat is Aquamarine Green – the old Rob Lyne boat from 
the Falmouth 2009 Nationals. Bill Whitney’s new Mark 
IV is also Aquamarine Green, so the on-shore clubhouse 
banter was that you either had to have a gaudy green 
boat or come from Shoreham SC to do well!  It was an 
amazing weekend of wind and waves with many lessons 
learnt and one or two bumps, bruises and tired bodies.  

Mike McKechnie, UKWA Racing Sec.

©warwickpics.co.ukMcNamara Mastery

1st W10648 'The Poacher', Michael McNamara & Simon Townsend,
  Norfolk Broads YC
2nd W10688 'Big Dipper', Bill & Lisa Whitney, Shoreham SC
3rd W10717 'Billy Ruffian', Gordon Harris & Beth Condie, Waldringfield SC
4th W10608 'Loch Inn', Alan Chaplin & Philip Ayton, Shoreham SC
5th W10609 'In Off the Black', Richard Stone & Phil Stacey, Medway YC 
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1st W10648 'The Poacher', Michael McNamara & Simon Townsend,
  Norfolk Broads YC
2nd W10688 'Big Dipper', Bill & Lisa Whitney, Shoreham SC
3rd W10717 'Billy Ruffian', Gordon Harris & Beth Condie, Waldringfield SC
4th W10608 'Loch Inn', Alan Chaplin & Philip Ayton, Shoreham SC
5th W10609 'In Off the Black', Richard Stone & Phil Stacey, Medway YC 
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Saturday May 1st, the first day of the first 2010 May Bank 
Holiday weekend was sunny and windless!  At the Black-
water Open Meeting there were puffs of wind occasion-
ally but everyone agreed that it was lottery sailing. It was 
difficult to predict whatever would happen next. The wind 
came and went from a variety of directions and the race 
officer did very well to get two races out of the day. The 
normal technique of sailing over to the puff of wind show-
ing on the water didn’t work because it was gone when 
you got there! Sometimes a boat that was next to you on 
one occasion would then be half an hour ahead of you on 
another.  Richard Stone from Medway YC did however 
have some method because he mustered a 1st and a 3rd 
on the windless Saturday. However, spirits were high and 
Blackwater SC provided very good hospitality with a very 
good meal on the Saturday night at the club. 

The good spirits lasted through the Sunday as well, 
despite driving rain and very strong winds! The Club 
anemometer was slightly deceiving us all on Sunday and 
so at about 1 pm, boats left the hard for the afternoon’s 
racing.   Everybody flew off the hard for a fast reach 
towards the committee boat which was over a mile away 
and the speed of the reach gave some indications of 
things to come.  One intrepid crew flew their spinnaker 
just before the start to test conditions and ended up 
rapidly ‘in the drink’!  The open waters of the Blackwater 
estuary allowed the cold northerly wind to come howling 
down from the North Sea. There was quite a chop and 
spray was flying everywhere. The race officer said that 
the anemometer on the committee boat was showing a 
steady 27 knots which meant that the occasional strong 
gusts were approaching force 7.  It certainly looked liked 
force 7 on occasions but, then again, it always looks 
more dramatic when you are out there with it!  As the 
gun went, Richard Stone was fast away on port tack with 
others struggling to make the pin end mark on starboard 
and struggling to tack in the conditions when in close 
proximity to other boats. Brian Lamb capsized on the line 
but made it back up and carried on racing. Richard Stone 
was first to round the windward mark with Mike McKech-
nie quite close astern in second.  The reach to the wing 
mark was very fast and this stretched the field with some 
boats handling the conditions better than others.

No spinnakers were in evidence!  At the wing mark 
Richard decided, as did several boats following, that 
discretion was better than valour, and he wore around 
through the wind to avoid the gybe in a particularly strong 
gust! The boat order remained more or less the same 
throughout the race except that Gordon Harris was val-
iantly making his way up through the field after a disas-

WAYFARER OPEN MEETING - BLACKWATER SC        
First National Circuit Event – 1st & 2nd May 2010

trous start, when he couldn’t make the pin end mark on 
the start line. On the last triangle lap of the race he coura-
geously gybed at the wing mark and made it inside Mike 
McKechnie to steal 2nd place at the finish.  Conditions 
were very difficult and the Race Officer sensibly decided 
that the last race should be abandoned before boat and 
body damage became too much of an issue!  It was thus 
a weekend of total contrasts and will remain memorable 
for exactly those reasons!  Richard Stone did particularly 
well over the weekend in a borrowed boat and won the 
event with a 1st a 3rd and a 1st. There were a number of 
new Mark IVs in evidence and, of the seven visitors, three 
of the new boats had only been picked up from Derby a 
couple of days beforehand! 

Mike McKechnie,  UKWA Racing Secretary

 

Photo: ©Peter Gould

1st W10609 'In off the Black', Richard Stone & Phil Stacey, Medway YC
2nd W10614 'Still Gamboling', Brian Lamb & Tony Hunt, Wilsonian SC 
3rd W968 'Spinaway', Gordon Harris & Simon Howlett, Waldringfield SC
4th W10710 'Danegeld' Mike McKechnie & Graham Ireland, Shoreham SC 
5th W9962 John Haile & John Parish, Waldringfield SC



FIND ALL THE LATEST NEWS AT WWW.WAYFARER.ORG.UK

23

We got off to a great start to the season at East Down Yacht 
Club - www.edyc.co.uk - with Mediterranean weather and 
lots of memorable sailing.  As well as regular club racing on 
Wednesday and Saturday we had the pirate themed Duffin 
Cup, a Viking Cruise to Mid Island for an overnight camp, 
and the more serious matter of the Irish Nationals.

The Duffin Cup
We had 12 boats out for the Duffin Cup.  Those in the 
club who were not privileged to have their own Wayfar-
ers, begged, borrowed and “stole” Wayfarers to com-
pete.  The wind blew and we competed around the racing 
buoys the week before the club racing started.  In fact the 
wind blew a lot and it was a great test for the boats as we 
planed between the marks.  Three teams of four boats 
competed, two gents and one ladies team.  Back at the 
club there was much apprehension as the scores were 
counted.  The announcement was made.  Deirdre and her 
team the “Racy Ladies” were declared the winners and 
walked off with the 2010 Duffin Cup - gents you will have 
to do better next year.

Viking Cruise to Mid Island
Next came the 20th – 21st  May overnight Viking Cruise 
from our club at the south of Strangford Lough to an 
island on the north of the Lough.   One of our members 
has a former WW1 army cabin, which his great uncle had 
brought to the island around 1920.  Michael Faulkner, son 
of a former Prime Minister of Northern Ireland and author 
of the book about life on the lough entitled the “Blue 
Cabin”, lives in a larger version of the same vintage.  We 
left EDYC at 6.15pm on the Friday evening with a forecast 
for good winds and temperatures in the twenties.  The 
wind was kind to us as we reached the nine-mile journey 
through the islands of Strangford as far as Whiterock, 
where we crossed the lough, went north-east towards 
Greyabbey and passed Chapel Island, the site of an old 
monastery.  

The weather was spectacular for Ireland - more like 
the south of France.  Deirdre had brought two massive 
saucepans, one with a Viking chilli and the other with 
rice which she served up to the thirteen hungry sailors 
after we pitched the tents.  Dessert was Rachel’s spe-
cialty chocolate birthday cake for Robin and Gordon  - or 
should I say two cakes both in the shape of a 5, for their 
55th birthdays.  Later that evening the craic was mighty 
around the camp fire in the midge free zone.  The moon 

in the east reflected across the sea as we talked the night 
away.  Before bed we walked to south island passing 
the cottage which featured in the film December Bride.  
Torches switched off, our eyes soon became accustomed 
to the darkness as we walked along the lane, and across 
the causeway to South Island.  From there we looked 
south towards our club but it was lost in the darkness.  To 
the east the moon was still shining brightly and reflect-
ing on the now still sea.  We returned to the tents where 
some of us retired for the evening.  Others, it is rumored, 
walked out across the beach to Chapel Island eventually 
crawling into their sleeping bags at 3 am.   

Next day, what a picture awaited us as we unzipped our 
tents.  The sea had returned and six boats were reflected 
in a mirror flat surface in bright sunlight, with Scrabo 
Tower in the background.  Trangies were lit, the smell of 
sausages and bacon wafted through the camp as most 
had their Ulster Fry in preparation for the sail home.   We 
set sail at 9.30 with fingers crossed that the wind would 
fill in to allow those hardy racers to be back in time for the 
gun going off.    A south westerly breeze took us home in 
time for the racing.

2010 Irish Nationals
The 20th and 21st of June was the weekend of the 
Wayfarer Irish Nationals.  A much more serious event, 
no pirate flags, viking hats or super soakers to be seen 
anywhere.  Instead lots of red and white Wayfarer and 
Fireball flags were flying from the club house and pon-
toon.  I was to find out later they were all expertly sewn 
by our very own Gordon Jess, who had organized a bril-
liant weekend’s racing.  A big thanks also to Roy our race 
officer.  Again the sun shone and the wind blew.  Four 
exhilarating races on the Saturday with gusts of 22 knots 
being recorded and two further races on the Sunday.  
Fourteen Wayfarers competed, some travelling from 
Dublin, another fifteen Fireballs also competed over the 
same course.  A vivid memory for me was watching three 
Fireballs with crews on trapeze trying to overtake us to 
leeward and one by one the poor crew ending up in the 
water as they entered the Wayfarer’s wind shadow.  
What a banquet the house committee had prepared for 
the Saturday evening!  Sunday afternoon saw Trevor 
“Mountain Man” Fisher of  www.tollymore.com fame 
crowned the Irish Champion in his new MK IV with Lau-
rence Denyer coming in second place in his Plus S ahead 
of two more MK IVs.  

A great start to the season with many more sails to look 
forward to.  It is a long time to our last sail, which is 
traditionally a couple of days after Christmas.
                                                                   John Miller

NEWS FROM EAST DOWN YC
STRANGFORD, CO. DOWN

Rachel the Viking

Early morning at Mid Island



WAYFARER NEWS SUMMER 2010    ISSUE 119

24

Seventeen teams, from as far away as Suff olk, enjoyed 
a convivial weekend of social and sailing activity. There 
was close sailing at all parts of the fl eet as boats rivalled 
each other in mastery of the shifting, fl uky winds.  Our 
sterling race offi  cers set challenging beats across a lake 
full of gusts, lifts and holes that left some boats in irons 
while others streaked by.  Dead runs were hard to fi nd 
in the shifts, but spinnakers were used to good eff ect 
by many and created a beautiful scene of bright colours 
across the lake. 

The fi rst of the fi ve-race series began in sparkling 
sunshine and a 10 knot southerly breeze, allowing race 
offi  cer Martin Gibson to make full use of the lake. Quick 
out of the blocks was local sailor Adrian Hollier crewed 
by Rod Helyar, though it was only a matter of time 
before the emerging spinnakers of Ian Richards and 
Scott Hamilton were to overhaul them. By the time the 
fl eet settled down to it’s pre-arranged evening supper, 
the race board indicated Richards comfortably in pole 
position, followed by Hollier and Wayfarer stalwart John 
Tipton, ably crewed by Debbie Sheather, holding third. 

Sunday dawned to light drizzle and a challenging fi ckle 
wind that tested competitors and race management 
alike. The well-behaved fl eet were away fi rst time and 
the oscillating wind meant there was always something 
to play for. Hollier led throughout, though the father and 
daughter team of Ian & Amy Richards were right there at 
the fi nish to give them a well-deserved second and take 
the meeting with a race in hand.

This event is an integral part of the WOSC calendar, 
inspiring some of our top sailors to try their hand at 
Wayfarer sailing and challenging our regulars and visi-
tors.  As always, we welcome a range of boats, from 
red woodie Yum Yum W395, to the modern and effi  cient 
Hitch Hiker  W10691. The club looks forward to welcom-
ing all visitors again next year. 

Mike Hobin and Laura Hutchins

First : Ian Richards, W10570
Second: Adrian Hollier, W6788
Third: John Tipton, W8080
First Lady: Liz Feibusch, W10601

Wayfarer Open 
West Oxfordshire SC
24-25 April 2010

text in here QUALITY IS A WAY OF LIFE

BATT SAILS LIMITED
10, BROADBRIDGE
DELLING LANE
BOSHAM PO18 8NF

www.battsails.com
info@battsails.com

Tel. +44(0)1243 575505

Every Batt sail is designed and
computer-cut 'in-house' for the 
perfect expression of personal
involvement and quality control.
A unique product in a highly 
competitive world.

Wayfarer racing sails - No holds 
barred to achieve the ultimate
performance.

Wayfarer 'ClubClass' -  Tough,
versatile and supremely capable.

Batt Sails
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I have been doing a lot of travelling this summer.  Scot-
land a few times, the East coast rivers a few times, 
Northumberland and the Lake District.  I know what you 
are thinking.  It must be a drag packing up and re-as-
sembling the boat, but those folk on the racing circuit do 
it all the time.  One modification I have made is to have 
the spinnaker up-haul and down-haul permanently on the 
mast with no ropes to worry about re-threading here and 
there.  The pole height is not as easy to adjust but when 
you are on a 5 mile run an extra few seconds doesn’t re-
ally matter and the payoff is that everything is ready if you 
need it and nothing to rig. One of the downsides to all this 
cruising is that my fitness is not what it should be.  Usu-
ally I lose weight in the summer but this year I am not get-
ting the aerobic work outs I need and the weight is piling 
on.  Matt Sharman always says the first step in avoiding 
a capsize is to be fit and agile.  Simon adds, “Run away 
from the water”.  Perhaps I should dump the outboard 
and go back to rowing?

I get a lot of telephone enquires through my role as Cruis-
ing Secretary and a recent one resulted in a visit to see 
Wayfarer W6.  I would like to report that it was still looking 
as good as ever but sadly it needs a lot of work doing to 
it.  Re-decking is just the start.  The present owner thinks 
it is fit for firewood and unless someone makes her an 
offer there it will go.  So if you have a passion for wood, 
have lots of spare cash and 10 months of free weekends 
get in touch with me.

CRUISER (RACING) NOTES SUMMER 2010

Racing a cruising dinghy in the Internationals at 
Weymouth this year was worth doing.  During the first 
practice race, four of us decided to reef.  Yes, we were at 
the back of the fleet but that is where we started.  Up-
wind our progress matched the boats round us for both 
speed and pointing.  We lost ground on the other boats 
on both the reach and run but we were very comfortable.  
The rest of the week was spent with full sail and sailing in 
a strong wind was hard work.  It was interesting to note 
the similarities and differences between cruising and rac-
ing.  The help and advice given by the racing fleet to the 
cruising fleet was freely given and much appreciated so a 
big thank you is in order, especially to the crew of 
W7110 'Apple'.  The distances we sailed were compara-
ble on some days and the time in the boat certainly was.  
Seven hours sat on a Wayfarer shows itself after a few 
days.  As I stood in line for the showers one day it was 
pointed out to me that the row of naked bottoms was 
reminiscent of a troop of baboons as they all displayed 
their red “Wayfarer bums”.  Not a pretty sight!*  

On a cruise the organiser will lead the way and everyone 
else follows so why didn’t Mike McKechnie win every 
race?  Before the start of each race, whilst waiting for 
the start sequence, most boats were thrashing up and 
down, cutting up the water and making it quite difficult to 
get the primus stove out for a quick brew.  Once sailing 
though, passing boats would go to windward thus taking 
the wind and slowing down the boat being overtaken.  
This would never do on a cruise unless of course it was a 
race for a good berth in a marina.  Overall a good experi-
ence, I might even be enticed to the Europeans in Ireland 
in 2011.

I am now looking forward to the Ullswater gathering 
at the end of August which is to be held at Ullswater 
Yacht Club.  This is a great family week with homemade 
entertainment and sailing in a leisurely fashion to places 
of interest.  Wednesday evening will probably be a racing 
evening as we join in with the regular Ullswater club race.  
Will I be racing? Just try and stop me!  
John Mellor, W1162

* While talking of red bums - here is a GPS summary from one of the Weymouth entries - Gross distance sailed Sunday
thro' Friday 132nm. Gross Time afloat 33.5 hrs. Sunday Practice Race - 20.2nm, Monday Race 1 & 2 - 24.2 nm. Tuesday
Race 3 - 10.4 nm, Wednesday Race 4 & 5 - 29.8 nm. Thursday Race 6 & 7 - 28.4 nm, Friday Race 8 & 9 - 19nm  Ed.

Top photo:  Steve Bell www.fotoboat.com

Cruiser Racers at Weymouth: Doug Wensley in
'WhoDeet' from Notts County SC and top, John & Kate 
Mellor in W1162, 'Aoewen' from Yorkshire Dales SC
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Having recently purchased a 
Wayfarer Mark 2 with the intention 
of cruising I decided to attend the 
cruising conference. I arrived at the 
venue armed with a list of questions 
two pages long. This was my fi rst 
event since joining the Wayfarer 
Association so was unsure what 
to expect. I was greeted on arrival 
and spent a pleasant weekend with 
friendly, well informed people, the 
venue was fi rst class and the cater-
ing was excellent. This was provid-
ed by Pauline who was helpful and 
pleasant at all times and worked 
incredibly hard. The main event was 
on Saturday, which started on time 
with a series of presentations and 
practical sessions covering a wide 
variety of subjects.

The fi rst session was Planning a 
Cruise and was delivered indoors 
and was packed full of informa-
tion gained from extensive cruis-
ing experience, pre trip planning, 
capsize, and informing the coast 
guard. This session was followed 
by Repairs.  Information on types 
of incidents and repairs, tools that 
may be useful if carried, spare parts 
and proprietary products for repair 
and maintenance and improvisation 
to keep afl oat until more permanent 
repairs can be carried out. Next 
topic was Stoves.  We moved out-
side to enjoy a practical demonstra-
tion of a wide selection of stoves 
including, paraffi  n, meths, gas, pet-
rol and wood. The diff erent stoves 
were assembled and lit to show the 
pros and cons of each type. 

Boat tents.  The sun was shining 
as we moved on to look at tents. 
There were six types set up and 
varied from simple boom covers to 
more elaborate framed and hooped 
designs. Plenty of information as to 
the materials used and advantages 
and disadvantages to each type was 
presented.

Sails and Rigging.  This session cov-
ered roller reefi ng systems, several 
could be looked at and examined, as 
well as setting up the rig to achieve 
mast pre-bend and correct sheeting 
of foresail.  This was followed by a 
demonstration of reefi ng the main-
sail and how to set up the sail for 
rapid and eff ective reefi ng.

WAYFARER CRUISING CONFERENCE

Nottinghamshire County SC  24th - 25th  April 2010

A First Cruise.   A short and enter-
taining account of a fi rst cruise on 
the west coast of Scotland with 
inspirational slides and stories.

Packing a boat for a cruise.
We went back out into the sunshine 
for a detailed look at how to get eve-
rything needed for a journey packed 
securely away, but still be acces-
sible. Lots of information on how to 
pack, and improvised storage ideas, 
fi xing bags and containers, using all 
available space while keeping the 
boat balanced.

Outboard Motors. Our last ses-
sion outside covered a number of 
outboards, old and new, diff erent 
engine types and makes. An op-
portunity to get to grips with motors, 
feel the weight, hear them running 
and discuss running and purchasing 
costs.   

Sailing with Children. The last organ-
ised presentation was a light-hearted 
look at kids on board and led to 
the fi nal session - an opportunity to 
question and get answers from the 
very experienced Wayfarer sailors 
present.
 

Below: Ralph Roberts' 'Spree Lady'
showing sleeping arrangement
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Altogether, the day was a very en-
joyable and valuable experience and 
everyone present appeared to get a 
lot out of the talks and demonstra-
tions.

Sunday morning was an open activ-
ity with a chance to try out diff er-
ent marks of Wayfarer, this was a 
brilliant couple of hours and John 
was particularly helpful and so open 
to answering the remaining ques-
tions I had left; at the end of the 
morning my long list was completely 
answered and I travelled home with 
a shopping list to fi t my new boat 
out and motivated to get out on the 
water and do some Wayfarer sailing 
and especially some cruising.

I would like to thank all the present-
ers and the other attendees for the 
warm welcome and the free fl ow of 
information. I cannot recommend 
this event enough to anyone wishing 
to start cruising or for old hands 
wanting to learn more. 

Vince McGrath,  W7584 

John Mellor's W1162 'Aoewen' fully kitted out. You'll have to come 
to the next cruising conference to get a closer look!

‘Rain and Sun’ Wayfarer Covers

under cover

 www.rainandsun.co.uk                   Phil Bull on 023 8023 0444 www.rainandsun.co.uk                   Phil Bull on 023 8023 0444 www.rainandsun.co.uk                   Phil Bull on 023 8023 0444 www.rainandsun.co.uk                   Phil Bull on 023 8023 0444
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‘Rain and Sun’ Wayfarer Covers

under cover

 www.rainandsun.co.uk                   Phil Bull on 023 8023 0444

Excited but slightly nervous and rather early in the morn-
ing, we set off with our Wayfarer in tow to the delightful 
surroundings of Hollowell Sailing Club in Northamp-
tonshire for Mike Playle’s Cruising Skills Development 
Weekend. When we’d finally got ourselves ‘rigged and 
ready’ as required, with I confess some very welcome 
helping hands, Daniel and I met up with the other three 
crews who were attending the weekend. Each of the other 
boats would be sporting two adults whereas we had also 
brought along our ten and eleven year old daughters with 
the intention of gelling as a crew on our relatively newly-
acquired ‘family boat’. 

Initially the wind was light so Mike suggested that we start 
by taking a good look at his boat and how he had made 
various alterations over the years as he honed his cruis-
ing skills. We had a fascinating time admiring his sensi-
ble, well thought-out and generally home-made tweaks 
and updates. Most impressive was surely the boat-tent, 
made by his wife Helen. Indeed the version they are still 
using after several years of intrepid adventuring was only 
intended as ‘Mark 1’ to practise with before the final crea-
tion. We all came away from the boat muttering phrases 
like “must get nine-foot oars”… “need a bigger bucket” 
and suchlike. 

It was time to take to the water and our first exercise was 
to play ‘follow the leader’. It might sound straightforward, 
but it’s not so easy to follow the boat in front by around 
one boat-length, especially if said boat contains Mike and 
is skilled in varying its speed. The first useful boat-han-
dling skill of the weekend – stopping! Throw that boom 
out wide! Mike claimed to be able to spot Wayfarers on 
cruises who had attended the course in the past because 
of their ability to make emergency stops. 
Time for lunch, and then our next handling exercise – sail-
ing backwards. By this time Mike had taken the girls out 
of our boat and popped them in a Pico, so they were de-
lighted to be practising the same exercises alongside the 
adults. We scattered round the reservoir and had a happy 
half-hour heading into the wind, throwing the boom out 
again and sailing backwards. An important tip here – face 
the back of the boat and watch where you’re going!  

Armed with mugs of tea, it was back to the boat shed for 
another set of diagrams of little boats and wind directions, 
as Mike explained the techniques for ‘heave to’, i.e. how 
to sit still and take a tea-break in the middle of chaos. 
We headed off on the water again, trying to memorise the 
sketches and practised staying as still as we could. Yes, 
that worked too, the kids were particularly pleased to 
manage it before we did!

The final boat-handling exercise of the day was the cap-
size drill. Daniel nervously volunteered our boat on the 
basis that we might as well know if it was going to sink, 
and this was as good a place as any to find out. I ducked 
out of this experience on the basis that one of my daugh-
ters had pinched my wet-suit, so James and Daniel duly 
capsized our poor boat which turned out, to our great 
relief, to be perfectly buoyant. It was interesting to see 

just how easy it is for the helm to right the boat before 
the crew is in position – the result is potentially an empty 
boat floating away, leaving both sailors stranded in the 
water. Communication was one useful lesson from that 
exercise. 

Phew, we’d survived the first day and we were certainly 
ready for dinner. The wonderful Helen had been cooking 
most of the day and treated us to a superb supper which 
we were able to eat out on the terrace overlooking the 
water. We spent an extremely pleasant evening swap-
ping boat stories (or jokes if the kids were involved) and 
looking at photos of Mike and Helen’s former cruises, 
especially a particularly spectacular trip round the High-
lands and Islands. The photo of a Wayfarer sailing out of 
Fingal’s Cave is a classic. 

At this point one of our crews left us – had Chris and 
George heard the weather forecast? Did they catch the 
storm on the way home? We had decided to camp, but 
when the sky lit up like a rock concert with the stunning 
lightning display and rain seeming to be coming from a 
fireman’s hose we were forced to abandon our flooded 
tents and bed down in the club house. 

All was still again in the morning so we started pulling 
one of the boats up the beach using inflatable rollers. You 
may have read about these in the handbook, but it’s re-
ally incredibly successful. Two rollers and some child-la-
bour with the pump and the boat was very easily pushed 
on to the beach. How do you get down again the next 
morning? Pop the deflated roller back under the boat and 
inflate it – it works. 

The next set of diagrams in the boat-shed classroom 
was mooring upwind and downwind onto pontoons, and 
the effect of tide. Using an example from one of Mike’s 
cruises he talked us through mooring at the visitor’s pon-
toon at Wells-on-Sea and introduced us to the gentle art 
of ‘ferry drifting’. There was a little wind now so we bailed 
out last night’s storm water and took to the reservoir to 
practise mooring on a busy pontoon floating in the middle 
of the lake. 

This exercise was followed by a session practising 
‘man-overboard’. The girls were excited and quickly 
volunteered to be the men-overboard but had to make 

CRUISING SKILLS WEEKEND AT HOLLOWELL  5TH-6TH JUNE 2010
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do with rescuing floats and tyres like 
the rest of us. A really useful exercise, 
Mike insisted we do correct figures 
of eight (and fight the natural inclina-
tion to gybe back more quickly) and 
rescue the body single-handed. We 
decapitated one but successfully 
rescued two. By this stage one of our 
colleagues, another Mike, was com-
menting “It’s all very well being given 
a tip a minute, but after three hundred 
minutes...”. 

After lunch Mike took us out for 
another ‘follow-the-leader’ session. 
I hope he was pleased with this – it 
was so much better than yesterday’s. 
By this stage we realised that we 
really were learning some of his boat-
handling techniques and were much 
more confident to sail close behind 
and control our speed. A real feeling 
of achievement! As Mike pointed out, 
these techniques aren’t just useful for 
cruising, but can make a real differ-
ence on the race start-line.

The final exercise of the course was 
to ‘shoot’ a bridge. Our boat wasn’t 
set up to do this so Daniel did it in 
Mike’s. Once you have the routine in 
mind it is remarkably easy to lower 
the mast and sail under a bridge 
whilst still under the power of the jib. 
Fellow students Mike and Wynne, 
who had already tried cruising, suc-
cessfully managed it in their boat and 
now feel better qualified to take to the 
Broads again. 
I haven’t mentioned Mike’s stalwart 
helpers on the course – Phil and Alan 
were on hand throughout the week-
end in the rescue boat and walking 
around between us, calmly and cour-
teously dispensing pearls of wisdom 
and offering helping hands. We are 
extremely grateful to Mike, Helen, Phil 
and Alan for their skill, good humour 
and patience – Mike didn’t once 
show any frustration at our some-
times muddled attempts to follow his 
instructions! We were also particularly 
grateful for the support and tuition 
that he gave to our daughters who 
had a fantastic weekend. We would 
like to thank the warm and welcoming 
Hollowell Sailing Club for hosting the 
course and would thoroughly recom-
mend the weekend to anyone who 
feels that they would like to improve 
their Wayfarer-handling skills.  

Helen Shabetai

Bridge shooting exercises!
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We had been planning this trip 
for some time – and the more we 
planned, the more we accumulated.  
Charts, tide tables, pilot books, a 
folding shovel, a tent, sleeping bags, 
camp beds, water canisters, tools, 
cooking equipment, a week’s sup-
ply of food, a fi rst aid kit, assorted 
navigational instruments, heavy 
weather gear, torches, batteries, not 
to mention the outboard and the fuel 
can… Now, mercifully, the tailgate 
was closed with a decisive clunk, and 
we were off .  It would all work out 
somehow.

Our plan was to circumnavigate Mull.  I had 
cruised the area more than two decades 
ago in a Contessa 32.  This time I wanted 
to do it properly - in a Wayfarer and with a 
tent!
Fortunately I had no problem fi nding 
kindred spirits.  Douglas Butler and Walter 
Holmström in Blade II and Alan Sinfi eld as 
my crew in Pilgrim were all fellow campaign-
ers from a previous trip - up the Caledonian 
Canal.   It had been our fi rst, wonderful 
experience of Wayfarer cruising and it had 
left us hankering for more.  This time, how-
ever, it we wanted something a little more 
adventurous.  Mull beckoned!
The UKWA cruising logs, downloadable 
from the website, are a fantastic fund of 
information and accumulated wisdom.  
There are several accounts of cruises in and 
around Mull.  So with information gleaned 
from them we headed for the Puffi  n Dive 
Centre just outside Oban, where they were 
happy for us to use their slip for a very 
reasonable fee, leaving our cars and trailers 
on their premises.  Having rigged the boats, 
we retired to the camp site just down the 
road before adjourning to Oban itself for a 
celebratory meal.  Our adventure, after all, 
had now started!

Day 1 - Friday, 4th June. SW3/4
Puffi  n Dive Centre to Loch Aline.
Distance sailed: 13nm  
It was with some excitement that we 
fi nally set off  from the Dive Centre down 
the Kerrera Sound towards Oban.  The 
weather was kind to us:  blue skies and a 
gentle SW.  But as we emerged from Oban 
Harbour into the wide open expanse of the 
Firth of Lorn into a freshening breeze, it was 
not without an initial sense of trepidation.  
On Pilgrim this was, after all, our fi rst taste 
of sea sailing in what felt like a small open 
boat.  So it was somewhat reassuring to 

fi nd that contact with Clyde CG on our little 
handheld VHF was ‘loud and clear’. We had 
timed our departure so as to meet the over-
falls charted off  the southern tip of Lismore 
Island at slack water.  They were noticeable 
but in docile mood as we passed the light-
house. Past the legendary Duart Castle and 
the ferry terminal at Craignure, we rounded 
up through the narrows of Loch Aline.  Here 
we something that resembled a beach half 
way along the southern shore, where we 
pulled out the boats, and found just suffi  cient 
fl at grass alongside the road to put up our 
tents.  Our fi rst taste of ‘rough camping’.  On 
Blade II they had army-type ration packs.  
On Pilgrim we enjoyed Alan’s culinary tour 
de force:  sausages, onions, potatoes and 
a stock cube, all boiled together for about 
twenty minutes.  Never have Lincolnshire 
sausages tasted so good – even if they were 
a bit white!

Day 2 - Saturday, 5th June:  Loch Aline 
– Tobermory – Loch Drumbuie
Distance sailed:  17nm, NNW, 3/4 
Bearing in mind that we were relative 
newcomers to Wayfarer cruising, we had 
adopted a ‘belts and braces’ approach 
to navigation.  On Pilgrim we carried the 
relevant admiralty small craft folio of charts, 
an admiralty tidal stream atlas, Martin 
Lawrence’s excellent pilot book for the Isle 
of Mull and adjacent coasts, plus Landranger 
OS maps, together with a Garmin Etrex, on 
which we plotted our routes before depar-
ture. On Blade II they had a handheld chart 
plotter.  So between us, we were well set up.  
In practice, however, it was mostly, ‘No.1 
eyeball’ and ‘best course to windward’.  
On this particular day navigation was prob-
ably the last thing on our mind. The morning 
dawned sunny and windless, then as we 
fi nished breakfast and packed the boats a 
gentle breeze set in from the North allowing 
us to reach straight out of the narrows form-
ing the entrance to Loch Aline.  The glorious 
scenery of the Sound of Mull opened up 
before us, and we turned right!  

It was another delightful sail and before we 
knew it we were approaching Tobermory. 
The sound between Mull and Calve Island 
beckoned with enticingly picturesque views 
of the town.  We reckoned there was enough 

CRUISING THE SOUND OF MULL 4th-12th June

water to get through, but the wind was 
straight on the nose. On Pilgrim, being 
pragmatists, there was no soul searching 
-  it was on with the engine and through 
we went.  Blade II refused to adopt this 
sacrilegious approach and sailed the long 
way round, making their point by berthing 
beautifully under sail.  
After a relaxed lunch in McGachan’s Bar, 
where we enjoyed the best ever haddock 
and chips, we set off  again, this time for 
Loch Drumbuie, which lies on the other side 
of the Sound of Mull, tucked behind Oron-
say at the entrance to Loch Sunart.  It is an 
almost perfectly land-locked anchorage, 
with an entrance that has you apparently 
sailing straight at a rock face, opening up 
just as you are convincing yourself that your 
navigation must be seriously wrong.  Once 
inside, the most obvious place to head for 
was the anchorage just to the SW, which 
has an area of grass behind it, albeit rather 
sloping.  We were after something a bit 
fl atter and continued in towards a promis-
ing bay to the NE.  Here we found a beach 
and someone’s holiday home.  There being 
no sign of recent habitation, we pulled the 
boats up and pitched the tents on the grass 
alongside the cottage. This was possibly the 
worst decision of the entire trip.  The midges 
rose out of the ground in their battalions and 
were unrelentingly rapacious.  On the beach 
there was some respite but not much.  We 
dived prematurely into our supposedly 
midge proof tents and spent the next half 
hour killing those who had followed us.   It 
was not a good night.

Day - 3 Sunday, 6th June.  
Drumbui to Tobermory. WNW 3. 
Distance sailed: 5nm
The following morning midge activity was 
much abated, which gave us space to 
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admire the beauty of our surroundings.  
Nonetheless, when the breeze picked up suf-
fi ciently for us to set sail, we were grateful to 
put some water between ourselves and our 
persecutors.  The plan for today was to head 
round to Calgary Bay on the West coast of 
Mull, but as we tacked out towards Ardna-
murchan Point a solid bank of fog barred our 
path.  So it was back to Tobermory.
Late afternoon found us in the Western Isles 
hotel enjoying coff ee on the terrace.  As we 
sat there drinking in the scenery, we spotted 
three small sails tacking in through Calve 
Island Sound.  Unquestionably Wayfarers, 
showing us how it should be done – and 
heading our way!  It was clearly our duty to 
form a welcoming committee, so down we 
rushed and there we met:  John and Olwyn 
Mellor in 'Aoewen', Steve and Viv Payne in 
'Mihangel' with David and Julie Barker in 
'Cockle'. Needless to say a happy evening in 
McGachan’s Bar ensued.

Day 4 - Monday, 7th June.  
Tobermory to Calgary Bay. 
N3. Distance sailed: 21 nm
Today was to prove in many ways the high 
point of the cruise.  Once again we were 
treated to blue skies and an excellent sailing 
wind, but this time visibility was perfect too.  
Nevertheless poking our heads out past 
Ardnamurchan Point into the Atlantic felt like 
a real adventure.  To the North lay Muck, Eig, 
and the magnifi cent peaks of Rhum.  Straight 
before us, enticingly close so it seemed, was 
Coll, but for today our destination lay to the 
SW, round Caliach Point - Calgary Bay, one 
of the loveliest beaches on Mull.
It was wonderful sailing.  As we rounded 
Ardmore Point we caught our fi rst glimpse of 

a basking shark.  These awesome surface 
feeders have enormous dorsal fi ns – quite 
enough to give any fi rst timer in their vicin-
ity a ‘jaws’ moment.  In reality, they are 
gentle giants and on Blade II they were 
unperturbed to have one swimming directly 
alongside the boat.  Our arrival at this most 
magnifi cent of Mull beaches coincided 
with that of the Nottingham Wayfarers and 
together we made short work of rollering 
the boats up past the waterline.  Tents were 
rigged and the great scavenge for fi re wood 
began.  John laid some twigs and kindling in 
a way that would have earned him a badge 
in the Scouts and one match later we were 
all enjoying the magic of a camp fi re.  A 
box of wine appeared together with some 
nibbles.  On Cockle they produced real wine 
glasses.  The Barkers clearly cruise in style!  
Steve produced a guitar from the bowels 
of his Wayfarer; out came the songbook 
and with several guitarists in the group, the 
beach was soon alive with the sound of mu-
sic, especially as the Tobermory single malt 
also started doing the rounds.  It was a truly 
wonderful evening.

Day 5 - Tuesday, 8th June. 
Calgary Bay back to Tobermory
NNE 3. Distance sailed: 18nm
Today was decision time as far as our cruise 
was concerned.  From Calgary Bay we 
could either head south to Staff a and Iona, 
which is what we most wanted to do, or we 
could simply return to Tobermory.  It was 
the weather forecast for Wednesday which 
really made the decision for us – NE 5 gust-
ing 7.  Decidedly not Wayfaring weather!  So 
it was back to Tobermory.  Wednesday we 
would take a bus and a ferry to Iona!  Mean-

while we were in for another sailing treat.  
The boats were rollered almost eff ortlessly 
down the beach.  Only in passing did we 
note from the high water mark for the previ-
ous evening that they had come perilously 
close to fl oating off  prematurely without us.  
That would have been interesting!  But who 
cares?!  The sun was shining.  The sky was 
blue.  The wind was perfect.  And high up 
above the Bay, a pair of Golden Eagles were 
already riding the thermals. 
 
Tacking clear of Calgary Bay, the tempta-
tion to carry straight on for Arinagour on 
Coll was strong, especially as our tack was 
taking us straight for it, but if Wednesday’s 
forecast was going to materialize, then 
Tobermory was clearly a better place to be.  
So the temptation was resisted.  The charted 
overfalls off  Caliach Point need treating with 
respect, and on this occasion we had not 
timed our passage to round the point at 
slack water.  The overfalls were clearly in 
evidence and would undoubtedly have been 
a challenge if we had entered them, but we 
found just enough clear water to wriggle 
through right inshore.  On a yacht it would 
certainly have been wiser to keep several 
miles off shore.

This time it was Pilgrim that had the close 
encounter with a basking shark.  A huge dor-
sal fi n ahead suddenly generated an impres-
sive wake as it accelerated straight at us.  At 
the last minute it dived.  It was an awesome 
moment, and Alan and I found ourselves 
speaking in David Attenborough whispers 
as we waited for the monster to reappear.  It 
did.  Just behind the boat.  To be this close 
to what is after all the second largest fi sh in 
the world was a magical experience, and we 
spent the next half hour tacking and gybing 
to keep ourselves as close as possible.  
Quite unforgettable! Back in Tobermory we 
again met up with the Nottingham contingent 
and once more McGachan’s Bar 
beckoned.

Day 6 - Wednesday, 9th June.  Tobermory 
to Loch Aline.  NE3 - ENE5, gusting 7. Dis-
tance sailed: 14nm
Wednesday morning dawned fair and calm.  
Not at all what the forecast had predicted! 
So, after a leisurely breakfast in Posh Nosh 
(nice nosh, it was, but decidedly not posh 
-  it did, however, off er internet access, so 
we were able to check out the latest weather 
forecast), the decision was taken to head 
south down the Sound of Mull towards Loch 
Aline.  As we left Tobermory, a Norwegian 
three-masted square rigger entered the 
Bay. How small we seemed in comparison!  
The Sound seemed in a benign mood as 
we headed down towards Glasa Island.  
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However, in the distance there were several 
yachts heeling to the wind, and sure enough, 
as we got to where they had been, the wind 
began to increase, veering as it did so, until 
we too were hard on the wind.  
The next hour or so was something of a 
white knuckle ride, with savage gusts hitting 
us from all directions, often leaving us almost 
becalmed when they had passed.  From 
time to time we would just ease the sheets 
and bear away before them, taking off  like a 
power boat.  At others we simply feathered 
our way to windward, spilling wind as neces-
sary.  It was a thrilling sail, though probably 
not something to emulate when cruising, 
where the adage has to be ‘if you are both 
sitting out, then you are probably over-can-
vassed.’  On Pilgrim we eventually hove-to 
for some lunch.  It always amazes me how 
tranquil things can be when hove-to, even 
when conditions are quite wild – it’s a much 
under-used manoeuvre!  And the Wayfarer 
actually heaves-to much better than many a 
yacht I have sailed.  

After lunch, conditions, if anything, were even 
more frisky, so we put in a reef and furled 
away the jib and had a relatively docile sail to 
Loch Aline.  On Blade II they were revelling 

in the conditions, bearing off  onto a plane 
whenever the gusts hit.  It was something 
of a ‘hare and tortoise’ experience, as they 
swooshed past us in a welter of foam and 
fl ying spray, but then having to tack back 
across the Sound, whilst the old codgers on 
Pilgrim kept feathering gently to windward, 
somehow laying the course.  In the end 
Pilgrim got through the entrance of Loch Aline 
fi rst – just!  Although, of course, it was not a 
race. 

Once inside Loch Aline there was immediate 
shelter, and we were able to moor up on the 
stone steps by the jetty.  We quickly recov-
ered from our battering, and moved the boats 
just beyond the ferry landing, where there is 
a well sheltered sand-and-shingle beach, and 
enough fl at grass to pitch tents.

Day 7 - Thursday, 10th June.  Loch Aline to 
Oban Marina. Calm, then beoming NNE 2.  
Distance sailed: 12nm
We awoke to another glorious, blue sky - the 
wind had completely died in the night and 
hardly a ripple disturbed the surface of Loch 
Aline.  So it was on with the engine.  Not 
what we wanted.  However, the scenery was 
as bewitching as ever.  The Sound of Mull 

is simply a spectacularly lovely place to be. 
As we reached the southern tip of Lismore 
the engine puttered to a stop, but by the 
time we had refuelled, a sailing breeze had 
fi lled in.  Icing on the cake!  We opted for 
the passage between Musdile and Lismore 
– just possible at HW.  Blade II’s centre 
plate touched.  Pilgrim had to take avoiding 
action once  or twice, but the water was so 
clear, that rocks were easily seen.  Sailing 
back into Oban Bay we opted for a night at 
the marina on Kerrera.  Pontoon berths with 
proper shoreside facilities do have something 
to recommend them.

Day 8 - Friday, 11th June.  Circumnavigation 
of Kerrera. NW3/4.  
Distance sailed: 9nm
Our last day!  In a sense we had got back to 
Oban a day early.  The irony was that with 
the weather we had actually experienced, as 
opposed to that which had been forecast, 
we could easily have completed our cir-
cumnavigation.  We had been led to expect 
strong winds with an easterly component in 
them for Thurday and Friday.  And now this: 
a lovely, if rather damp, NW that would have 
been ideal for the trip back from Iona.  But 
here we were, and we wanted something 
to fi nish our cruise off  in style.  At least we 
could circumnavigate Kerrera! 
 
This was the only sail when our oilies really 
came into their own.  For a while it was 
really chucking it down, but we had been 
spoiled with sunshine during our week, and it 
seemed only right that we should experience 
some rain.  Initially, visibility was so poor that 
at times we had to tack back in towards 
Kerrera just to stay in visual contact.  By the 
time we reached Kerrera’s south-western 
point however, things were changing.  The 
sun came out.  The visibility cleared, and 
once again we had lovely views – the sheer 
cliff s of Mull to the north with Seil – and was 
that the Garvellachs? – ahead.   We rounded 
Kerrera onto a glorious, if rather blustery, run 
which had the whimps on Pilgrim dropping 
the main, whilst Blade II fi nished in grand 
style. It was a fi tting end to a glorious cruise 
– and yes, there is unfi nished business.  

     Michael Maconochie 

Total distance sailed - 109nm 

Calgary Bay

See also www.douglasbutler.org/mull
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Having acquired a “write off ” Wayfarer World (W10128) 
as a winter project in late 2010 we attended the Cruising 
Symposium at Notts. County S.C. in April - we needed to 
pick up as much information as possible on how to set up 
the boat and ourselves before venturing onto the water. 
This proved invaluable and after an interesting and very 
breezy test session at Grimwith (Yorkshire Dales Sailing 
Club - www.yorkshiredales.sc) we booked onto our fi rst 
Wayfarer event - the Windermere Rally arranged by Pete 
Tarren. 

Greylag geese and their rafts of chicks on the lake.
Saturday morning began with a very enthusiastic dawn 
chorus at 4am but we turned over and re-surfaced to an 
absolutely super sunny and bright morning with a light 
NE breeze just as promised by our favourite forecasters: 
www.xcweather.co.uk. Following breakfast we launched 
the boats and were off  by about 10.30am for a light wind 
sail down to Brockholes Visitors Centre, just a mile away 
to the SE for a sunny coff ee and cake. The intention for 
the afternoon was to then to sail down to Belle Isle and 
picnic on the beach some 2.5 miles to our South, but half 
way there we all began to run out of breeze and had to 
slowly head home amid a gaggle of rowing boats tak-
ing part in the Windermere Row - a charity fundraising 
event from the South to the North end of the lake – some 
9.5miles.

Saturday evening was perfect for a BBQ and a very 
pleasant woodland evening. Everyone then settled down 
in their tents with the exception of our own answer to Ray 
Mears – Chris Taylor, who decided to sleep in his boat 
on the beach under a simple boom “tarp”. At 6am on 
Sunday morning we awoke to hear the rain drumming on 
our tent and immediately thought of Chris – but he was 
fi ne, with a good view of the Northern hills from his boat.
After breakfast in the drizzle we packed up the tents and 
hoped for a breeze, but in vain – the forecast proved right 
again – so it was de-rigging time and a team eff ort to haul 
the boats back off  the beach and head for home.
So - thanks to all the participants and particularly for Pete 
for his effi  cient organisation, we really enjoyed it and are 
looking forward to our fi rst salt water venture to the Farne 
Islands from Bamburgh in Northumberland next month.

Ian & Joanna Platts – W10128 “May” 
For Windermere boating information: see: 
www.lakedistrict.gov.uk/index/visiting/windermere/
windermere_outonthelake/windermere_messingaboutinboats

WINDERMERE CRUISING RALLY  12th-13th June 2010

The venue was in the north-west corner of our largest 
English lake at Low Wray, near to Wray Castle, about a 
mile from Ambleside at the north end of the lake. If you 
haven’t been to this area let me assure you that as we 
drove in on Friday evening it was absolutely stunning 
– it’s not surprising the Victorian Romantic Poets were 
bowled over. We were camping less than four miles from 
Wordsworth’s house in Grasmere and this National Trust 
site is in a mature woodland setting, which has a small 
launching beach. We thought that it was possibly the 
most beautiful camp site we have ever stayed on.
On arrival we were warmly welcomed by the other Way-
farer crews and after quickly erecting our tent popped up 
to the local hostelry in Outgate for a bite before joining 
the others for a chat around the campfi re which was by 
then burning brightly by the tents. The beer and wine 
fl owed and the “Craic” was backed by the sound of the 

Although we arrived at the Royal Harwich YC at 
11:15pm, the bar was shut and the lights were off . How-
ever, I still recognized it as the nearest thing to an ideal 
sailing club as you’ll fi nd on the east coast of England. 
The navigation marks winked at us as we pitched our 
tents on the familiar raised terrace of grass, alongside 
the club’s cannons, but we were slightly concerned by 
a thickening sea mist. It is at this point that the reader 
should be made aware that we had an absolutely fantas-
tic weekend but since unbroken loveliness is tedious to 
read about, all bad incidents have been grossly exagger-
ated! The mist thickened to a fog during the night, and 
we were awakened by a ship’s fog horn as it travelled 
to Ipswich docks. By the time our leader arrived at the 
club the weather had cleared entirely, and a varied group 
of seven Wayfarers were being rigged by a wide variety 
of people: male and female, bearded and clean shaven, 
mostly racers out for an occasional cruise and dedicated 
cruisers, one of the crews had a crutch, although this 
turned out to be due to an injured ligament rather than a 
more serious disability or a desire to play pirates.

After a thorough briefi ng, and the purchase of several 
essential items left at home by at least one member of 
the group, the fl eet drifted down the Orwell past the 
picturesque Pin Mill on a light breeze, though our leader, 
Emma, managed to drift faster than the rest.  The convoy 
regrouped just off  Shotley, and headed out of the busy 
commercial Harwich harbour. Amidst some movement 
of commercial vessels, one highly experienced Wayfarer 
seemed to be the cause of a fl urry of sound signals, 
despite Anne’s excellent briefi ng (no names, no pack-
drill). On turning north and after crossing the shipping 
lanes, several Wayfarers found their centreboards lifting 
as a result of hitting the sandy shallows, but applying 
the usual cure of heading away from land resulted in the 
sighting of breaking waves on sand-banks a little further 
out!

A pleasant reach up to the Deben was enjoyed by all, 
as we watched the interesting roof-lines, some of bright 
green copper, slip by above the sandy shore. The sand-
bars around the entrance seemed formidable at fi rst 

ROYAL HARWICH YC TO WOODBRIDGE  May 2010
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ROYAL HARWICH YC TO WOODBRIDGE  May 2010

Down The Orwell - Photo Peter Grant

sight to those of us not used to them, but were easily 
navigated by following the buoys from the Woodbridge 
Haven mark on this beautiful day. The fl eet anchored for 
a quick lunch off  the shingle beach at Bawdsey, and the 
facilities of a public convenience and the ice cream van 
were used by some. After lunch the tide helped us up 
the length of the Deben, and we sped past many lovely 
spots which could repay more extensive exploration. The 
Tidemill marina at Woodbridge was a convenient stop, 
and most gained their berths without drama. However, 
one Wayfarer arriving under motor put on an impressive 
display with the crew performing a pole dance around the 
forestay to a bemused audience, including those waiting 
to assist in the safe berthing of said vessel. 

Tents both land and boat were erected, fees paid and 
showers taken, and a happy throng assembled to make 
its way to a local hostelry. The approach was both scenic 
and extensive, and although Kate with her crutch kept 
up well, some of the older and less fi t members of the 
expedition lagged behind. Once arrived we all enjoyed a 
pleasant time at the Cherry Tree Inn. Expedition mem-
bers were briefed on the location of a local source of fi ne 
cooked breakfasts. After a pleasant short night's sleep, 
the rays of the sun made our tents unbearably hot, and 
the bird tweet of the dawn chorus almost drowning out 
the local rave, woke us to a windless morning. But by the 
time of morning briefi ng a light air was present and the 
fl eet left with tide, ‘seaward’ bound again! Emma quickly 
took the lead again and was seen waiting for us at con-
venient points along the river. She was among the fi rst 
to clear the mouth of the Deben, and patiently waited for 
most of the rest of the fl eet. 

We learnt later that one Wayfarer had put into Felixstowe 
Ferry for lunch and claimed to have been given the best 

tea available in England. The rest enjoyed a pleasant 
though lengthy sail back to Harwich. The harbour was 
gained without incident despite one Wayfarer, having 
been convinced of a clear inshore passage, managing 
to bang her centreboard on the entry spit. Shortly after 
this, another Wayfarer was seen raising her asymmetric 
spinnaker. Four Wayfarers stopped off  at the entrance to 
the Shotley marina. Dinghies are welcome to moor on the 
outside of the entry pontoons (where a yacht can’t get), in 
the expectation that they are bonafi de customers of the 
shops and bars ashore. This proved a good stop although 
the dredged channel was more exacting for those under 
sail alone. Most of the fl eet used their outboards or 
obtained tows, but one of the four Wayfarers proved the 
advantage of a riparian upbringing by sailing out. With a 
following light wind and tide the remaining fl eet made its 
way up the Orwell with an amazing number of cruising 
boats fl ying spinnakers, both symmetric and asymmetric. 
Gandalf, without a spinnaker while on a dead run, was 
steadily over hauled; however, as the reach tightened she 
gained on the fl eet again.  As we pack up someone reck-
oned that we had travelled about twenty miles each day 
and while forty miles in a weekend for a sixteen foot boat 
is not a record, it sounds pretty fair to me.

How has Anne managed to gain the favour of the weather 
gods this year? The author has no idea but she managed 
it again two weeks later! Jim Grant, W2216 Sabrina.

Dramatis Personae:
W247 Emma - Anne and Dennis Kell
W8598 Gandalf - Jerry Norman and Chris Codling
W9022 Swallowtail - Tom Tebbutt & Lesley & Barry Hitchcock
W10405 Cuillin Peri - Adrian Pery and Kate Mellor
W3408 Miss Elizabeth Jubb - Matt Sharman and Octavia
W1162 Aeowen - John Mellor and David Welling.
W2216 Sabrina– Jim and Peter Grant
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With the Wayfarer dinghy celebrating its 50th anniver-
sary in 2008 with a rally in Poole harbour, we felt it only 
right and proper that Emma (W247) should also celebrate 
her 50th Birthday in 2010. Whilst we knew that she was 
built in 1960, we didn’t know the date of her first sail so 
decided to nominate the beginning of June as her official 
birthday - if it’s good enough for the Queen then it’s defi-
nitely good enough for our Emma. Party invitations were 
duly sent out and the date publicised to all of her 
Wayfaring and Royal Harwich friends. In the event nine 
boats attended - one in the guise of a Laser 16, but we’ll 
forgive him for his lack of taste!

As with our rally two weeks earlier, we were blessed with 
excellent weather, although the wind could have been 
a little stronger to hasten progress. Leaving the Royal 
Harwich about 1100, we had a leisurely beat down the 
River Orwell against a south-easterly force 2, making best 
use of the falling tide. With a regroup at Harwich, we then 
sailed out through the River entrance and across Dover-
court Bay. As the land turned more south and then west 
so we went onto a reach, and out came the kite.
Like any birthday girl, Emma had been showered with 
presents, including a good lick of varnish and a new suit 
of sails (with one of Ralph’s new genoa reefing systems). 
Her surprise present from Dennis was a magnificent new 
spinnaker. Now we don’t normally sail with a spinnaker 
and this was something of a new experience for me, so 

EMMA'S BIRTHDAY RALLY  5th/6th June 

with some trepidation we seized the opportunity of light 
airs to try it out. As you can see from the photos of our 
return trip up the Orwell the following day, this is one of 
those spinnakers that if you get it wrong everyone will 
have noticed! Fortunately all went well and we sped off 
up the Walton Channel for as far as the wind direction 
would allow.

The fleet landed on the northerly end of Stone Point for 
lunch. Being a beautiful sunny day everyone else had had 
the same idea and the moorings were a little congested. 
One of the early arrivals of the Wayfarer fleet already had 
the barbecue going and was tucking into steak! 
After a leisurely lunch we set off in search of seals and 
weren’t disappointed. In Oakley Creek we must had 
passed at least forty individuals either sunning them-
selves on the mud or slithering in to the water to come 
and inspect us. From here we made our way down Kirby 
Creek with a view to attempting a crossing of the Wade. 
For those not familiar with the Walton Backwaters, this 
is an extensive area of drying mud which is only really 
crossable at high water and then only in a dinghy with a 
lifting centre board. To add to the difficulties there is a 
raised causeway across the middle to allow the land-
owner to drive from the mainland to his island when 
the tide is out. In places (unmarked) this is protected 
by large boulders (not something you want to hit at any 
speed). On a run the crossing is fairly straightforward but 
today we had the wind on the nose. There is no obvi-
ous channel and no clear navigation marks so it is really 
a question of using the echo sounder, lifting it when it 
makes contact with the bottom and then tacking quickly 
in an attempt to find some deeper water. To an observer 
on the land our tiny fleet must have made entertaining 
watching, with boats sailing in all sorts of directions and 
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then gently gliding to a halt as the centre-board stuck into 
the mud and then frantically trying to extricate themselves 
to sail off in a different direction. One or two resorted 
to paddles and even a motor was heard to hasten the 
crossing.  Marina berths had been reserved for us in 
Titchmarsh Marina and by 1820 all were safely moored 
for the night. No birthday party is complete without drink 
and cake, so the crew toasted Emma with bubbly and fruit 
cake before themselves heading for further refreshment in 
the Harbour Lights. Sunday dawned a little more overcast 
and with slightly less wind, but just enough to make way. 
Two of our fleet had to get away early leaving the other 
six boats to set off about 1030 for a leisurely sail down 
the Walton Channel and back out into Dovercourt Bay. By 
midday we were back in the River Orwell with a following, 
light wind. It must be spinnaker time again! I’m getting 
quite hooked on my new sail (in light airs at any rate!) Its 
lovely to see the expressions on people’s faces when they 
see Emma the dog (sadly no longer with us) flying high 
over Emma the boat. We even had one yacht make an ob-
vious detour so the kids on board could admire our kite. 
By Collimer Point we were making very slow progress 
and even the kite was having difficulty filling. Cuillin Peri 
gave us a short tow before a light puff sent a ripple across 
the water so we dropped our line and with the tide in our 
favour we drifted back up river to the Royal Harwich.

Emma had a wonderful birthday and would like to thank 
everyone for their kind wishes. She’s not sure she’ll make 
another 50 years but she plans to enjoy life in the mean
time.    Emma’s helm, Anne

FRAN'S BIG ADVENTURE
During the Weymouh Internationals we were  becoming 
aware that Frances Gifford had completed her clock-
wise circumnavigation of Great Britain via the Caledo-
nian Canal having starting at Waldringfield SC. From an 
experienced dinghy racing family based at Aldeburgh 
YC,  Frances appears to have got the idea after sailing a 
National Twelve from Brixton to Salcombe for a Regatta! 
Resisting attempts from Richard Hartley and our Commo-
dore Ralph Roberts to dissuade her until she had more 
experience, Fran carried on anyway in her Wayfarer Mark 
IV 'Viper' and made a very quick 72 day passage, arriving 
back at Waldringfield a month early. Fran had an entou-
rage of about twenty different friends and family crewing 
for the various hops of the journey and kept in constant 
touch with them, also finding time to maintain her blog 
with a very fresh writing style - see http://blog.frans-
bigadventure.com.   With no pre-conceived ideas, it is 
instructive to see how a pure racing sailor approaches for 
example sail balance - putting a reef in the main and then 
putting the spinnaker up - perfectly logical but not one 
that I have read about in Wayfarer logs! A quote from one 
of her crews Sophie Mackley: 
 "It’s easy enough to go along with Fran's relaxed approach 
to what she is doing, but it absolutely doesn't reflect the 
tough decisions and the mental effort that has gone, and 
everyday, goes into making it happen. Knowing Fran, I think 
I took for granted that she could do this, but the enormity 
of it all hits home when you explain where you've been 
and where you're going to the person in the next berth or 
at the bar. Looking at it through their eyes has given me 
a renewed respect for Fran, her plans and what she has 
achieved so far".
         Ray Scragg W7698
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BOATS FOR SALE / WANTED
Wanted - Mk 1A 
Must be in good condition, good sails and set up for cruising. 
Preferably southern counties for easy viewing. 
Corfe Mullen, Nr. Wimborne, Dorset, BH21 3ST
Tel:  01202 691197 email: maggieandmike@hotmail.co.uk

Wanted - White GRP Mk II
Family is looking for a GRP Mk II in good condition for cruising 
and some racing; complete with road trailer and trolley combi-
nation etc. White hull and deck preferred. Will collect from East 
Anglia. Budget c.£2000k. Please email photographs, if possible.
Contact Person Rolfe Kentish. Phone: 07785 785656. 
email: rolfe@kentish.net

W9169 Plus S GRP
Built in 1991 by Porters of Emsworth. Turquoise hull, white 
decks, black mast. Well set up for racing but can also be used 
for cruising or for novices. Includes Hood jib, mainsail and spin-
naker plus little-used McNamara mainsail and spinnaker. Two 
spinnaker poles. Highfield lever and muscle box. Good club 
racing record. Boat in good condition but ageing owners are 
not, hence sale. Kept at Leigh-on-Sea, Essex. Sorry, trolley not 
included.  £1850 Martin Grindley email: mgrindley15@btinternet.
com Westcliff-on-Sea, Essex SS0 8JP  Tel: 07767 337080

W10591  MK IV
Hartley Laminates Dec. 2008, Pale blue hull white deck. Combi 
trailer jockey wheel spare wheels and winch. Extras including jib 
furler, small jib, blue spinnaker, anchor, oars, outboard bracket. 
vgc, only sailed six times. £8200  Contact: Charles Hodson 
Tel: 01202 632103 Mob: 07901 370723 Poole Dorset BH16 6DH
email: charleshodson@btinternet.com

W8338 MK 1 Wood 'Bashful'
Fully racing rigged with the following:- Two fully rigged masts
Two spinnaker poles, two complete rudder/stock/tiller exten-
sions, two small and one large rudder blades, spare centre board
Flat top, over boom and under cover, four spinnakers, two 
mainsails, four genoas, measurement certificate and buoyancy 
endorsement, 'A' frame composite trailer (8”wheels) and trolley
Spare trailer wheel. This boat has had one owner and has been 
maintained to a high standard every year since new. £5995
Contact Person: Bill Ingram, Tel: 01243 785959 
email: william.ingram5@btopenworld.com
Chichester, West Sussex PO19 5EA                                       

W7842 Mk II GRP 
'Jeleapha' Cream with 2005 road trolley/trailer, headsail, main-
sail, spars and foils.  Kept at Bewl Water Sailing Club, Kent.  
£2,200 ovno.  Tel: Matt on 07760 17103
email: ness.scott@hotmail.com
 
W9816 Plus S 
Built in 1997 by Porters. Dark Blue/White Hull with Grey Decks. 
2 full sets of McNamara sails. Combi road/launching trolley. 
Overboom cover (one year old) plus flat cover for winter storage. 
Has been set up for racing but is also suitable for cruising. Boat 
is in good condition but owner deteriorating hence reason for 
sale. Berthed at Warsash SC. £3,950 o.n.o Contact: Bernard 
McQuillan Tel: 01329 311063  Mob: 07796 974027 Southampton, 
Warsash, Hampshire PO14 3LB 
email: bernardmcquillan@ntlworld.com

W 3848 Mk1A
'Silver Ghost' White fibreglass hull and light grey deck. In good 
condition for age. Boat sailed regularly - club racing and family 
sailing. Complete with Type C combination launching and road 
trolley, mainsail, storm jib, genoa, spinnaker sail, oars. Cover in 
serviceable condition. £900 Contact: Antonia Pemberton BS40 
Bristol Phone: 07876 306 254 email: lepilemur@hotmail.com

 

 

W7588 MK 1 Wood 'Scavenger' 
Famous boat for sale, in beautiful condition. She has won every 
major Wayfarer regatta on the circuit including multiple World 
and National Championships. Completely revarnished last winter. 
Black hull. Gold signwriting. Brand new trolley / trailer combina-
tion with jockey wheel. Tuning guide. £6000. Contact  Quentin 
Strauss SW13 9NF London Tel: 020 8748 7318
email:  qstrauss@msn.com

W8310 MK 2 Composite 'Midnight'
Built by Porters.  Composite - so it looks good but is lower 
maintenance - blue glass fibre hull, and wooden varnished deck. 
Rigged for racing. Suit racing or single handed cruising. Com-
pass. Main (with reefing points) jib and spinnaker . Launching 
trailer and road trailer (only a few hundred miles). Outboard motor 
bracket (removable) & oars, anchor, fenders,. Boom over cover. 
Good condition for age (unlike owner) & 'Midnight' now needs a 
new home with someone new to love her.                   
£2,500 Contact: Jem Goddard, KT6 Surbiton, Surrey 
Tel: 07785 770081, email: jemgoddard@gmail.com

W10621 Hartley Mark IV 
Built June 2009.  This boat has many extras and is in excellent 
condition having been sailed only six times.  Reason for sale 
due to owner's damaged back which is deteriorating.  Two-tone 
purple and white hull with matching purple spinnaker.  Remote 
slab reefing for mainsail, centre main with ratchet, buoyancy 
head patch, padded toe straps, aft bench seats, outboard motor 
pad, aft storage locker, Hawk wind indicator.  Flat top cover for 
towing, boom over cover, rudder bag, combi trailer with standard 
jockey wheel, lighting board with mast support, mast chocks to 
adjust rake. Total cost £9,250 when VAT was 15% - would accept 
price below. £7,950. Contact Person: David Sadler, 
Sheringham, Norfolk. Tel: 01263 821 904  
email: davidhsadler@live.co.uk

W1759 Mk 1 Wood 
Epoxied, equipped for racing.  Fast when pointed in the right 
direction. Combi trailer (new wheels/tyres),  recent new mast.
Little used North sails. £3000.00 ono. Contact Person: Roger 
Gibbs, Rainham, Kent. Tel: 01634 231903
email: rgibbs@nalco.com

W1303 Mk 1 Wood 
Well looked after and in good condition. Built 1966 by Moores of 
Norfolk. Recently re-painted and varnished. Two sets of sails and 
road trailer/launch trolley. Excellent family boat.
£1000 ono Contact: The Watsons, Nottingham. Tel: 01949 81750
email: vsej.watson@tiscali.co.uk

W8888 Mk 1 Wood 'Doubloons' 
One of the last Porter built woodies and still in fabulous condi-
tion. Used solely on the racing open circuit for last 10 years and 
carefully stored between events (summer use only). A fast boat 
with a proven record and fastidiously maintained by the same 
family owners for the last 15 years. Always professionally paint-
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ed, varnished and epoxy treated. Minimum weight with plenty of 
lead correctors. Brilliant white painted hull and carefully prepped 
below waterline. McNamara sails all light use at open meetings 
only comprising: 1 x Mainsail, 2 x Genoas (normal weight and 
light weight cloth), 2 x Red Spinnakers (Medium weight and light 
weight cloth). Foils: Milanes epoxy laminated centre board with 
brass tip. 2 x Rudders comprising: ST (Stanley Thomas) epoxy 
laminated deep sea rudder blade with metal stock and padded 
bag. Classic shape epoxy laminated white painted rudder with 
traditional wooden stock and padded bag. Banks white breath-
able boom up cover with additional transom cover. McNamara 
full cocoon cover for trailing. Combi trailer, fully maintained with 
larger sized wheels and spare wheel - tows beautifully. Newer 
style boom. All top fittings in a carefully thought out configura-
tion with Harken used where appropriate ....... and everything 
works as it should. The boat is fully set up and ready to be 
enjoyed. £POA. Contact Graham or Robin Barker
email: rgb@robinbarker.co.uk or graham@barker1.co.uk
Tel. 01603 501161 or Tel. 0787 66 53 160, Norwich.

W10270 Wayfarer World 
Porter built 2002, Lagoon blue hull with double white waterline;
White decks with light grey textured patches; Proctor mast, 
boom and spars; Led back kicker. A set of one year old Pinnell 
and Bax Main & Genoa and 2 year old Spinnaker, blue and white
Second set of sails with main cut down to suit stronger winds
Genoa  and red and white spinnaker for stronger winds 
Bought last year Pinnell and Bax  over boom PVC top cover
Fully greased combi trolley for road transport with a spare road 
wheel as well as a launching trolley spare wheel.
Anchor, warp, fenders, paddles and kangaroo storage bags
This boat has been well loved and well cared for being mainly 
sailed around Chichester harbour and the Solent, we have done 
a lot of day cruising fishing sun bathing, camping and club rac-
ing. The reason there is no back benches is that there is more 
room to lounge around, sunbathe and sleeping double Inflatable 
li-lo bed will fit in the back of the boat, very comfy! Plenty of  
space under the foredeck for storage of tents sleeping bags etc. 
Ideal family boat for two or four people including dogs easy to 
sail as the boat is set up for a lady helm, can be sailed solo, sails 
beautifully with only the main up. £5895 ono. Contact Person: Ju-
lie and Andrew Rooker, PO18 Chichester, W Sussex. Tel: 01243 
573746. email: andrew.rooker@virgin.net

W8088 Mk 1 Woodie 'Shooting Stars'
A rare opportunity to purchase one of the very fast woodies of 
the eighties. Last season stripped back to bare wood, epoxied 
twice and 3 coats of 2 pack poly, beautiful wedgewood finish. 
Trolley / trailer, new boom, all new fittings after refurb, new top 
and bottom covers last year, 2 suits of sails. One set hardly used, 
Mac's. No viewer will be disappointed. Very,very reluctant sale 
as was looking forward to showing what she could do at the 
worlds but loss of crew forces sale. £5250 
Contact: Gary Pearson, BN24 Eastbourne
email: gary@construction-solutions-ltd.co.uk

W8241 SD 
This boat is owned by Dorchester on Thames Sailing Club. The 
hull is in reasonable condition but has a slight leak into the 
buoyancy 'sandwich'. The sails and cover  are tired and the trol-
ley has seen better days but this is a serviceable craft and was 
used until very recently as a training boat.It needs a little TLC to 
bring it back to a good craft. Please email for photographs. £450. 
Contact: Phil Nottage. Dorchester-on-Thames, Oxon. 
Tel: 01491 838415 email: shhassociates@btinternet.com

W9576 +S 
Underwent significant work by Ian Porter last year to bring it 
up to racing specification, which included work on hull, rigging, 
centre board and rudder. It comes with a new set of P& B racing 
sails (including spinnaker) and a new cover in addition to two 
other set of sails and a combi trailer. £6250 
Contact: Alastair Friend, Haywards Heath Tel: 07909 537423
email: alastairfriend@me.com

W8433 SD2 “PERIWINKLE” 
Family owned and loved Wayfarer being sold to buy kids boat. 
Has been kept on trip-line at RFYC Findhorn, Moray.  Self-drain-
ing cockpit with sealed buoyancy below floor deck. Hull White 
fibreglass in excellent condition, completely dry, no damage or 
significant markings. Wooden rubbing strip & seats (removable). 
Centre board completely refurbished last season. Cruising Main 
Sail in reasonable condition, with sewn in mast-head buoyancy 
& 2-slab reefing. Spinnaker used only 4 times. Outboard Bracket. 
£2450 Contact: Greig Munro, Findhorn, Moray Scotland. Tel: 
07515 338 491. email: Greig@AffordableTM.co.uk

W8186 Wayfarer II SD 
Ready to sail. Hull in good condition, but sails are past their best. 
Launching trolley. Stored ashore. Genuine reason for sale. Best 
offer over price below £1200. Contact Person: Bruce Induni, 
Swanage, Dorset. Phone: 07971 194454. 
email: induni@tesco.net 

W5495 
Green hull, beige top sides, combi trailer with launching trolley
New boom up cover 2009, New floor panels 2009. As new, un-
used spinnaker. £1950. Contact Person: Mr Richardson, Ipswich, 
Suffolk. Phone: 01449 722515 

W375 Wood Mk1 
Wooden mast and boom with a set of sails all in reasonable 
condition. Shrouds and sheets missing. £850 or nearest offer.
Contact Person: Roy Finch, Worcester, Tel: 01684 310747 
email: roy@royfinch.co.uk

W2 Mk 1 Wood
I am reluctantly selling W2 in the hope of handing her on to 
someone who can give her the TLC she deserves.  I've enjoyed 
sailing her and feel privileged to own a part of Wayfarer history, 
but I simply don't have the time to carry out the work on her that 
I feel she needs. She's ready to sail and comes complete with a 
road trailer (with new bearings) a cover and both jib and genoa. 
£850. Contact: Charles Mangles, Pembroke
Tel: 01646 672624, email: clmangles@yahoo.co.uk

W9329 GRP 
GRP blue hull, sails in very good condition including main, furling 
drum genoa, jib, storm jib, whisker pole and full spinnaker rig
highfield lever, bilge pump, outboard motor bracket, timber 
centreboard and rudder, two paddles, full-up boom cover, nearly 
new. Road and launch trailer, nearly new. £2500 Contact Person: 
Barry Fowler, BVSC, East Sussex. Phone: 01732 365915
 
W6288 Mk1 Woodie 'Devon Pickle'
Famous Mk1 woodie built by Alex Stone. With launching trolley 
and cover. Used for racing - rigging and speaders replaced for 
recent Worlds event; Banks sails, all working order. £2999.
For more information  email : brucegridley@live.co.uk
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BITS FOR SALE / WANTED
Wanted Various 
I would like to purchase secondhand wayfarer accessories e.g. 
sails, jib, spinnaker sail, pole, bits to convert to centre-sheeting 
for main etc. for my trusty if old vessel. 
Contact Person: Deirdre Issad, BT23 6WA Belfast, NI. 
Tel: 07724 209984, email: deirdreissad@hotmail.com

Wanted Asymmetric Spinnaker 
I'm looking for a second hand asymmetric spinnaker in reason-
ably good condition. Contact: Philip, Cork, Ireland
email: cat_dub@hotmail.com

Wanted Mainsails 
We are looking for 2 good conditioned second hand main sails 
for our training Wayfarers, cruising or racing. £250
Contact: Paul Hughes, Littlehampton, Tel: 07770 850462
email: paulhughes8383@btinternet.com

Wanted Wayfarer Mast
Contact: Jeremy Burden, Portsmouth
Tel: 07979 534192, email: jeremyfburden@btinternet.com  

Wanted Spinnaker bags for MK2 
Type required are the traditional race type that fi t behind the rear 
of the foredeck.  Happy to adapt anything similar and condition 
need only be useable. Contact: David Smethurst, Soton. Tel: 
01590 622061, email: djsmethurst@btinternet.com

Wanted Replacement Mast 
Contact: Pete Tarren, Tel: 01765 600418, p.tarren@btinternet.com

Jeckells asymmetric spinnaker
For Wayfarer World or MkIV - 10 yrs old but hardly used. £75.00. 
Ralph Roberts, Tel: 01508 538522 
email: commodore@wayfarer.org.uk

McNamara Spinnaker 
McNamara white/red/blue racing spinnaker in very good condi-
tion. £75.00  Ralph Roberts, Tel: 01508 538522 
email: commodore@wayfarer.org.uk

Spray Dodger 
Basic cotton canvas spray dodger for Wayfarer
£20 plus carriage. Contact: Martin Pay, IOW Bembridge, Hants
Tel: 01983 875611, email: iowpays@fsmail.net

Sea Anchor 
NEW & UNUSED 40cm diameter nylon sea anchor on 28 metre 
pre-packed line. £20 plus carriage. Contact: Martin Pay, IOW 
Bembridge, Hants. Tel: 01983 875611 
email: iowpays@fsmail.net

Wayfarer Alloy Tiller & Tiller Extension
NEW & UNUSED, 1 metre RWO Tiller Extension. 
£30 plus carriage. Contact: Martin Pay, IOW Bembridge, Hants. 
Tel: 01983 875611, email: iowpays@fsmail.net

BDH Containers with Rubber Seals 
6 No. BDH Containers - approx 30cm high by 15 cm diameter 
with a pair of rubber seals for each. £7 each (£40 for the six) plus 
carriage. Contact: Martin Pay, IOW Bembridge, Hants. 
Tel: 01983 875611, email: iowpays@fsmail.net

Mark 3 Boat Tent & Fittings 
NEW and UNUSED Mark 3 Canvas Boat Tent with Stem Crutch 
and Side Poles – sadly not used due to onset of arthritis in knees
£300.   Contact: Martin Pay, IOW Bembridge, Hants. 
Tel: 01983 875611, email: iowpays@fsmail.net 

Beaching Rollers 
Two infl atable beaching rollers - 2 metres long by 25 cm diame-
ter. £25 each plus carriage. Contact: Martin Pay, IOW Bembridge, 
Hants. Tel: 01983 875611, email: iowpays@fsmail.net

Wayfarer Laminated Centreboard & Rudder 
NEW & UNUSED - Rudder needs minor repair on trailing edge. 
£40.  Contact: Martin Pay, IOW Bembridge, Hants. 
Tel: 01983 875611, email: iowpays@fsmail.net

Double Trailer 
Made to high specifi cation by Admiral Trailers, will take various 
types of 'A' frame trolleys. Tel: 07768 866894 HP13 5JY High 
Wycombe. email: martin@mplc.ltd.uk

Wooden mast 
Needs spreaders and re-varnish; off ers pls
Contact:  Rob Golding, Surrey, Tel: 01252 712909 
robscallywag@waitrose.com

GRP centreboard ( 21mm) 
It was bought for me by a well meaning relative for my 41 year 
old Mk 1, however the centreboard case on my old girl is only 
19mm!!  It has a few light marks on it, but is new and has not 
even got the hole drilled for the bolt. According to the 'Trident 
UK' website they retail for £300 +, so grab a bargain for £150 or 
near off er. Please contact me for pictures or a chat. I can deliver 
a reasonable distance. Contact: Laurie Chalk, Upminster, Essex, 
Tel: 07956 232456, email: fl ipper30m@aol.com

We have some of these Weymouth Wayfarer Internationals 
photographic CDs available.  Contains 90 high-res images. 

£6 from our Secretary, Sarah Burgess: secretary@wayfarer.
org.uk

Photos by Steve Bell www.fotoboat.com

See examples in this mag!

BITS FOR SALE / WANTED
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     UKWA Annual General Meeting 2011 

  Come and join us at our 53rd Annual General Meeting to be held during the RYA  
      Dinghy Sailing Show, Alexandra Palace, London on Saturday 5 March 2011.  

         AGM Programme: Doors open: 15.30 hrs, Meeting begins: 16.00 hrs.  

            Full agenda and other details will be published nearer the time.

                           Election for the 2011 UKWA Executive Committee members will take place during our AGM.  

                    Nomination papers are obtainable from the Secretary, Sarah Burgess: secretary@wayfarer.org.uk

                     Please complete with a proposer and seconder and return to the Secretary BY 29 January 2011.       

                                      

   

         Ian Proctor Memorial Trophy

                                          For outstanding services to the Association and Wayfarer Sailing.  

                    Nominations for the Ian Proctor Memorial Trophy are requested from the general membership by                  
                       the Chairman.  Please send to: Quentin Strauss; chair@wayfarer.org.uk By 1 November 2010.

                                                                          Attention all Logs!

                  The Viking Longship Trophy: for a long distance cruise.  (Open to all Wayfarer cruisers or ralliers              
                  not necessarily Vikings). Please send entries to: John Mellor, Cruising Secretary: 
    cruising@wayfarer.org.uk . Entries will be judged by this year’s winners: Bob and Claire Harland. 

                 The Piers Plowman Trophy: for the best write up of a cruise, published in Wayfarer News during   
                  2010. To be judged by this year’s winner, David Williams. The closing date for both is 1st Jan. 2011

 Rule Change Proposals Any member proposing a resolution for consideration at the AGM shall submit it  
 35 days prior to the AGM ie 29 January 2011 to the Secretary and shall give full written particulars and the 
              reason for it.  rule amendment or new rule shall not be made the subject of a vote at a general meeting unless 
              it has been included in the agenda and full details circulated to members with the notice of the meeting. 
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 International Championships Merchandise
A few items of merchandise were left over from the big event in Weymouth. The 
polos and hoodies have the  “International Championships” logo on them. The
other items have “Wayfarer” on them.

Prices are: Navy Polo £20, Navy Hoodie £27, Navy Cap £9, Navy or Navy & Red Belt 
£10 (s,m,l,xl,xxl,) Navy wallets £5, Navy or red Key Fobs £3. 

These tems are available directly from: Ocean World Ltd. & World Leisurewear 
46 High Street, Cowes, IOW, PO31 7RR, UK, Tel: +44 (0)1983 291744 
Fax: +44 (0)1983 297252, Email: info@worldleisurewear.com 
Web: www.worldleisurewear.com
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NEW for OLDcover!

The Official: 
Wayfarer Class Association 
Insurance Scheme

Quality cover
at internet prices

Be sure to check us first!

WCA A4 Ad 2  5/3/09  13:33  Page 1
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE & WIC MEMBERS 2010

Sarah Burgess UKWA Class  Tel: 01206 384043 email: secretary@wayfarer.org.uk
  Secretary

Ralph Roberts  Commodore  Tel: 01508 538522  email: com@wayfarer.org.uk   
  & WIC Rep     email: wic-uk@wayfarer.org.uk

Quentin Strauss Chairman   Tel: 077 4205 4330  email: chair@wayfarer.org.uk    
 
Philip Ayton Hon. Treasurer  Tel: 01273 553173    email: treasurer@wayfarer.org.uk  
 
Mike McKechnie Racing Sec  Tel: 01342 324724  email: racing@wayfarer.org.uk   
 
Steve Collins Ass. Racing Sec  Tel: 0770 9617930  email: racing@wayfarer.org.uk   
 
John Mellor Cruising Sec   Tel: 0113 2655719  email: cruising@wayfarer.org.uk
  & R&T Chairman     email: randt@wayfarer.org.uk   
 
Charles Ferrar  Training Rep  Tel: 01623 793773  email: training@wayfarer.org.uk  
 

Ray Scragg  W News Editor  Tel: 01929 551776    email: wnews@wayfarer.org.uk 
   
Liz Motherwell Exhibitions Mgr  Tel: 01628 520896   email: exhibitions@wayfarer.org.uk  

Bob Harland Webmaster  Tel: 01948 710267  email: webmaster@wayfarer.org.uk

AREA REPRESENTATIVES:
Irish Rep:  Monica Schaefer  Tel: 00353 860 598 576   email: Irish.Rep@wayfarer.org.uk    
Irish Branch Sec:   Laurence Denyer  Tel: 07 803 905 924         email: Laurence.Denyer@nihe.gov.uk 

WIC Sec/CWA Rep Al Schonborn  Tel: 001 90 58 44 21 50   email:uncle-al@cogeco.ca 
SWS Rep:  Poul Ammentorp   Tel: 0045 44 48 59 05      email: poul@ammentorp.dk
NEDWA Rep: Hans de Bruijne  Tel: 0031 736 571 980     email: debruijne.hans@gmail.com
USWA Rep: Jim Heff ernan  Tel: 001 91 98 42 68 62   email: jheff ernan@nc.rr.com 

Mr P Wren - Chief Measurer 01603 739102 Norfolk
 
Mr S Atkinson     Limerick  
Mr J G Ballinger  01202 567960 Dorset  
Mr A Ballot  353 -0- 58 41582 Co. Waterford
Mr A Cooper  0208 570 1880 Middx  
Mr PG Currey  01243 572551 Sussex  
Mr R C Ford     Cornwall  
Mr M Haig  353 -0-21 353130  Co. Cork 
Mr T Iliff e   01248 670059 Llanfairfechan 
Mr M Jeff eries  01235 847 61 Oxon  
Mr P Killen  0708 2361 781 Co Down

Approved Wayfarer Class Measurers 2010

Mr C M May  01202 476145 Dorset  
Mr J L Parker  01603 713952 Norfolk  
Mr M H Parslow  01643 2101 Somerset  
Mr K S Pike   01923 855874 Herts  
Mr S Reed  0208 669 3242 W Sussex  
Mr C S Sayers  0208 852 0335 London  
Mr R J Scragg  01929 551776 Dorset  
Mr A R Smee  01590 644800 Hants  
Mr Q J Strauss  07742 054330 London  
Mr N P White  01179 674449 Avon  
Mr C G Wilson  01275 848967 Somerset  

The brand new 5th Edition 
incorporates the Wayfarer Mk 
IV as well as many updates 
since the 4th Edition of seven 
years ago. One of the most 
valuable aids a Wayfarer owner 
can have! New photography 
and graphics.  Order from the 
secretary or on-line on:
 www.wayfarer.org.uk

For review see 'Trailing Sheets' 
inside back cover.

THE WAYFARER BOOK    
New 5th Edition
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2011 Calendar

Following the success of the 2008 Calendar (above) we will be producing a 2011 Calendar which will be 
enclosed with the winter issue of the Wayfarer News in December.   If anyone would like EXTRA copies, please
let Sarah know by end of October.  This will enable us to print the appropriate number of calendars.

EXTRA copies will be £5 each plus £1 postage and packing (UK), £2 P&P Europe and £3 P&P Rest of World.  
The postage charges are per copy, not per order.

Hopefully orders will be taken on the www.wayfarer.org.uk web site in due course. Or by cheque, payable to 
UKWA, and sent to Sarah, UKWA, PO Box 10687, Colchester CO5 8XJ.

Orders for extra calendars received after 31 October may not be guaranteed…

If you have images that you would like to be considered for the calendar please send to 
wnews@wayfarer.org.uk.  We are especially looking for more spectacular cruising scenes. 

2011 Calendar Order Form

I should like to order ______ extra copies of the 2011 Calendar and enclose a cheque, payable to UKWA, for 
£____.00  accordingly.    Please add p&p per copy, as above.
 

Name: _____________________________________________ W/Assoc No: ______________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Email: _______________________________________ or Tel: ___________________________

Please return to Sarah Burgess by 31 October 2010
UKWA, PO Box 10687, Colchester CO5 8XJ

Wayfarer
50th anniversary

Calendar 
2008

05
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Trailing Sheets
We learned a bit about Patrick McGinty's  preparations for Wey-
mouth during the Championships' International Evening.   This 
slightly corrupted version (something went wrong with my note-
book - Ed!) sets the tone for what you might expect at the Irish and 
UK Championships at Dublin 2011. No doubt this song will evolve 
further  -  you'll have to go to fi nd out!

PatricK McGintY an irish Man of note

fell into a fortune, so he thouGh he’d buY a boat

with all of this MoneY ….. he could afford a liner

but soMeone recoMMended hiM to trY a 49er

so he went to the Yacht club, and tooK one for a sPin

he tried his best to taMe it, but didn’t reallY win

it’s Just too sKittish and its shaPed liKe a dish

the neXt thinG Poor old PaddY Knew, he was swiMMinG with the fish

now PatricK he thouGht - i need to find soMethinG safer 
not hanGinG froM a wire, while surfinG on a wafer!
so he went bacK to the Yacht club, where he saw a liKelY lad

whose naMe was McnaMara….. and he told hiM what he had

a waYfarer, a waYfarer, it’s all the boat You need

t’will GiVe You lots of fun, but not such scarY sPeed

there are lots of JollY waYfarers bacK hoMe in ireland

who are alwaYs VerY friendlY and theY’re sure to lend a hand

so he sent hiM off to enGland… a waYfarer to find

he’d been told to see the hartleY boYs so that was in his Mind

theY showed hiM the factorY, to see the boat beinG built

but when he saw the Price of it, it nearlY Made hiM wilt

now PatricK beinG an irishMan, he tooK theM to the Pub

he filled theM with Guinness with lots and lots of Grub

a deal was swiftlY strucK with theM … a cleVer & cunninG Plan

so Pat becaMe a MeMber of that GrowinG hartleY clan

now sailinG is a hiGh tech sPort, which is lots and lots of fun

with tacKs and beats and reaches too, and GYbinG on the run

sPinnaKers, Mains and Gennies, sheets and halYards too

but there is nowhere on the blasted boat for GoinG to the loo!

now PatricK’s boat is Painted Green – an irishMen throuGh and throuGh

fortY-seVen shaMrocKs …. on the sPinnaKer … clew to clew

it’s been blessed bY bishoPs, Priests and MonKs and in holY water too

the onlY thinG that’s MissinG is a …… decent crew!

now PatricK Practised hard to Get his racinG uP to scratch

he went to weYMouth worlds, where the fleet would Meet its Match

but PatricK, with his ‘lucKY’ boat couldn’t Put theM in their Place

he ended at the bacK of the fleet – one hundred boats to chase!

but if You Go to dublin for the chaMPionshiPs neXt Year

You’ll haVe no trouble findinG out which waY You need to steer

Just follow PatricK McGintY - and all his irish band

and all the other craZY crew that coMe froM ireland!!

Right: how do you follow up Weymouth! Commodore 
Ralph Roberts thanks Monica Schaefer for her live-wire 
approach to organisation which now moves on to 
making the Dublin 2011 European, UK and Irish 
Championships a success.

It is unusual for a sailboat to have
 a “Book” specifi c to it and rarer 
yet a fi fth edition. But that is what 
has arrived hot off  the press from
 the UK. One would expect a 
manual with a dry text, a few line drawings, and a 
few boring doctrinal sailing articles which we’ve all 
seen bits and pieces of over the years. The truth is, 
“The Wayfarer Book” is worthy of hard covers and 
should be placed in reverence on the coff ee table 
where it can be perused, referenced and paged 
through daily. At $30 (including shipping) it is a 
bargain!

So why the high praise? First and foremost it is 
a lovely book. It is well laid out, the organization 
makes sense, the photos are fantastic, and all the 
information current. If you like books for what they 
are, this one would stand out on any shelf. More 
to the point is the information. Certainly much of it 
is focused on the new Mark IV, but it’s important 
to remember that the Mark IV is the culmination of 
the best practices within the class for either rac-
ing or cruising. What works well for the Mark IV 
will certainly work for a Mark III, II or I. The other 
unique aspect of the “Book” is that it is split evenly 
between racing and cruising. Both sections are very 
complete including articles from the best sailors of 
both worlds. 

If you sail a Wayfarer, the “Book” is not optional. It 
is as essential as your sails.  Without it you aren’t 
really going anywhere.

The Wayfarer Book
A Brief Review
By Richard Johnson W10435



WAYFARER NEWS   SUMMER 2005   ISSUE 106

46

Submitting articles
Wayfarer News welcomes articles on all matters related to Wayfarers.

Next copy date is 23rd September 2005 for the Autumn edition.

Please submit your article to the editor Ray Scragg 

Email: editor@wayfarer.org.uk

Mountain Ash, 56 Grove Road, Tring, Herts HP23 5PD  Tel: 01442 381672

Photographs and illustrations very welcome, high resolution where possible.

The editor reserves the right to edit material prior to publication. Please note that views and  
comments expressed in the magazine do not necessarily reflect that of the editor or the UKWA.

Advertisements
When responding to any of the advertisements, please mention that you saw the advertisement  
in the Wayfarer News.

Accuracy 
Every effort has been made to ensure the information is as accurate as possible. Nevertheless, neither the UKWA, nor its 
committee or editor will accept responsibility for any error, inaccuracy, omission from any statement contained within. The 
responsibility for safety lies with the boat and its crew.

UKWA and the Data Protection Act
Membership records within the scope of the DPA 1984 are held on computer by the Association and members objecting 
to such data being held should write to the UKWA Secretary.

Wayfarer News welcomes articles, reports, letters, photographs
Wayfarer News also welcomes support from advertisers. 
Please mention Wayfarer News when responding to advertisements.

Send copy to Ray Scragg  wnews@wayfarer.org.uk
Marshcroft, 3 The Meerings, Arne Road, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5EA 
Tel: +44 (0)1929 551776

The editor reserves the right to edit material prior to publication. Published views and comments do not 
necessarily reflect those of the editor or the UKWA.

Every effort has been made to ensure information is as accurate as possible. Neither the UKWA, nor its com-
mittee or editor will accept responsibility for any error, inaccuracy or omission.  

Membership records within the scope of the DPA 1984 are held on computer by the Association. Members 
objecting to such data being held should write to the UKWA Secretary. 

Reproduction in whole or in part without written permission from the UKWA is strictly prohibited

Responsibilty for safety lies with the boat and its crew.
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