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WAYFARER 2018 BROADS CRUISE 

NORTH RIVERS 

May 5th, 6th 7th    + optional extension 

 
CRUISE ORGANISER 

Mike Playle 

12 Cherry Road 

Blaby  

Leicester 

LE8 4AF 

0116 2015112     

07443 894447 

wuffa@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

 
INTRODUCTION 

The Norfolk and Suffolk Broads is a unique area of water, grazing marshes, fen and woodland, and home to 

some of the rarest plants and creatures in the UK. It is Britain's largest protected wetland, having similar status 

to a national park.  

 

This cruise starts at Upton and is aimed at exploring parts of the rivers Thurne, Bure and Ant and the 

associated Broads. Apart from bungalows at Potter Heigham the cruising area for the initial three days is 

reasonably open so there is the prospect of some good sailing. There is no intention to visit the crowded and 

tree lined areas of the upper Bure. Day three takes six day cruisers up the Ant to Barton Broad. Two years ago 

we penetrated up the Ant as far as East Ruston, probably the first sailing craft to achieve this in two decades. I 

complained to the environment agency about the obstructions that we came across in the way of trees and 

weed. The response was that:  a) they have no interest in navigation and b) are not concerned if that area of the 
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Ant valley floods, so I regret to say that I cannot hold out any prospect of a return to that interesting area any 

time soon. 

 

I have in mind this year to sail to Stalham and visit The Museum of The Broads.  Since my involvement with 

the Broads Cruise this is a part of the Ant that we have not explored. 

 

Of course everything depends on the weather and how well we stay together. I try to plan so that an engine is 

not necessary.  

 

Daily distances are modest compared with South Rivers cruises. This will give time to explore and buy ice 

creams. 

 

Tides initially are just after springs with low water at 10am. Most parts of the cruise will be timed to make use 

of tidal flow where possible.  

 

This is an “Inland” Cruise but with influence of tides.  

 

Most evening stops are planned to be near boat yards, pubs or public toilets that will be open during daylight 

hours. However, very few toilets remain open overnight. Bring a bucket! 

 

Lunch can sometimes be at anchor or moored in a quiet sheltered spot. 

 

There are fixed bridges to negotiate at Potter Heigham and Ludham. It is also possible that we could drop 

through Acle Bridge to Stokesby. You will thus have to be equipped to lower your mast. This means fitting a 

tail to the forestay and practicing mast lowering beforehand. A simple crutch is useful to keep the lowered 

mast off the tiller. Don’t expect to be able to sort the equipment and technique on the day with a bridge fast 

approaching. Several years of experience organising these cruises reveals that this simple rigging addition and 

technique is often neglected no matter how much I stress it! 

 

The cruise is planned to last six days based on the May bank holiday weekend with a three day break off 

point. If you wish to sail for a longer or shorter period – please feel free. I will give what advice I can. 

 

Engines are optional and might be useful in the tree lined sections around Barton Broad. I don’t have one but I 

do have long and effective oars. 

 

Boat tents are needed. Land tents can sometimes be pitched discretely but the banks are privately owned and 

owners can appear and move you on with the attendant inconvenience and embarrassment. 

 

If you have an aversion to boat tents it should be feasible to take taxis to and from a central B&B base as we 

are cruising in a small area. 

 

Individual  Costs: Seven day tolls for 2018 have not been published yet but for 2017 were £12.25, or £19.75 

with an engine. See http://www.broads-authority.gov.uk/boating/tolls-and-registration/short-visit-tolls.html. 

You can apply in advance by telephone to the Norwich HQ. It may also be possible to obtain them from the 

Boat Yard (Eastwood Whelpton) at Upton. 

  

Use of the Upton slipway is free. Courtesy of Annie and Andy Hamilton we are parking in the boat yard for 

security and to avoid blocking the parish car park. We usually make a donation to the local (Caister) lifeboat 

that the boatyard support.  

 

There is no cruise fee. 

 

http://www.broads-authority.gov.uk/boating/tolls-and-registration/short-visit-tolls.html
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The National Trust is now leasing moorings at Horsey Dyke back to the Horsey Estate. They do not recognise 

NT membership for those arriving by boat thus you have to pay whether you are a member or not! 

 

NUMBER OF BOATS 

Maximum of 10 boats. 

 

TIDES are Neaps late in the week. 

 

 

Tides at Acle Bridge Low High Sunrise Sunset     
              

Sat    05 May 2018   bst   

10:16 15:31 

04:27 19:15 

    22:42   

    03:57         

Sun   06 May 2018   bst     10:52 16:07 04:27 19:15 

      23:27   

    04:42         
Mon    07 May 2018   bst   11:37 16:52 04:25 19:17 

        

  00:22 05:15         

Tues   08 May 2018   bst     12:35 17:50 04:23 19:18 

          

Wed   09 May 2018   bst     
01:30 06:45 

04:21 19:20 
    13:49 19:04 

Thu   10 May 2018   bst     
02:40 07:55 

04:20 19:22 
    15:03 20:18 

Fri    11 may 2018   bst   
03:43 08:58 

04:18 19:23 

  

 

  
 

16:47   

 

 

Potter Heigham and Ludham Bridge are ½ hour later. 

       

 

PLAN AND ROUTE SUMMARY 

Start Point:  

Upton Boat Dyke near Eastwood Whelpton Boat Yard   -  Grid Ref  TG 403 128 

I have arranged to park cars and trailers at the back of the boat yard for greater security.  

 

Note: The slipway is timber and will not take the weight of a car. 

 

Arrive  Friday pm and launch. 

 

Eastwood’s boats return late Friday and early Saturday for the 0900 handover.  They have warned me that the 

boatyard activity on Saturday morning will obstruct movement in the dyke, hence the advice to launch on 

Friday evening. 
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We can use the boatyard toilets. 

 

The White Horse is a short walk away. Upton Broad is landlocked and remote. I have, in past times, managed 

to negotiate swampy ground (on foot) to see some part of it. 

 

Saturday: 

Start 0900  

 Upstream to Horsey Mere  

We will fight the ebb as far as Potter Heigham. There is a large shop and toilets at the bridge – and a tea shop 

with a magnetic draw for some! 

 

When the ebb has dissipated we negotiate the medieval bridge and then the new road bridge. The bungalows 

are picturesque but obstruct the wind horribly.  

 

Once through the bridge the tide is throttled to be less significant. 

 

Left turn into Kendle Dyke which still has a traditional eel set. There will be Marsh Harriers and Bitterns. 

There should be many coot and grebe nests. 

 

Horsey Mere has alongside moorings. There are toilets, showers and a windpump. There are options to 

explore Waxham Cut, Nelson Head pub, Church and/or walk to the coast where there is a seal colony. 

 

Hickling is the largest of the Broads and is the best place to see swallow tail butterflies and Bitterns.   . 

Overnight in the secluded Catfield Dyke. We can walk to the Greyhound Pub from there.   

 

Norfolk Punts could be racing.“Punt” may conjure up a rather 

pedestrian image but the current versions are serious sailing machines 

with a PY of 875. 

 

The sequence for visiting Horsey and Hickling will depend on 

conditions and peoples wishes. 

 

▪ This area was over-run by the North Sea in the 1953 floods when 

many were drowned. I was living at Potter Heigham on the river 

bank. The water came over our lawn, under the house, and then broke 

through the river wall to the marshes so that we were living in a big 

sea. 

 

Sunday:  0900 

Downstream to Thurne Mouth Dyke for lunch. There is a PC at the 

end of the dyke. 

 

Pm – upstream to Ranworth.  We pass the remains of St Benet’s 

Abbey. For some reason dear old King Henry failed to dissolve this 

one and it still has an Abbot who officiates here once a year. There is a record that King Canute dined at St 

Benet’s Abbey on swan, bream, pike etc when it was isolated in marsh and accessed by causeway. 

 

Ranworth Broad is closed off (the legality of this is a mystery to me – it being tidal) – but we are granted 

access to the smaller Malthouse Broad.  The Malsters pub is near the staithe. The Church has an unrivalled 

rood screen and a wonderful illuminated antiphoner (in a bullet proof case) produced at nearby Langley 

Abbey. The visitor is given unusual freedom to climb the tower for a splendid view of the surroundings. Sails 

of larger yachts and wherries can be seen over the trees. 
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A board walk gives views over the closed area of broad. 

 

Overnight here. There are public toilets and the Maltsters PH.   Mooring is mainly stern-to.  One has to be 

assertive to squeeze in and make a gap or tuck in where cruisers don’t fit. 

 

 

Monday   0900 

Six day sailors turn right down the Bure and then up the Ant. 

 

Three day cruisers return to Upton at any time that they want to – bearing in mind that the flood starts midday.  

Be aware that the Upton slipway can lack depth at low water for hauling out. 

 

Six day cruisers have to deal with Ludham Bridge. This appears suddenly round a bend. The look of panic on 

an unsuspecting crews face as they realise their situation can be a source of inappropriate amusement to those 

in the know 

  

Features: 
 

▪ How Hill marsh cottage has interesting relics giving an insight into the life of a marshman.  

▪ Christopher Boardman won an Olympic Sailing Gold and was awarded an oak tree by Hitler. It grows 

unlabelled somewhere in the garden. 

 

Between How Hill and Barton Broad trees close in so oars, paddles, engines may be required – however – the 

Broad, once reached, is a magnificent stretch of water. It includes islands and the floating clubhouse of the 

Norfolk Punt Club.  

 

I propose that we spend the night at Neatishead – probably at Gay’s staithe as there are toilets nearby. The 

White Horse is nearby with its own brewery and locally sourced food. There is a board walk through the trees 

to the edge of the broad. 
 

Tuesday  

Fight the ebb up Ant. Possibilities are lunch at Stalham to look at the Musem of The Broads.  Dilham staithe 

overnight. We can walk to the Cross Keys.   Problem is that above Barton sailing is limited because of tree 

encroachment. 

 

Wednesday 0900 

Take ebb downstream during the day. We could lunch at South Walsham. Overnight possibly at Womack. 

 

Thursday  

Take ebb to Upton.   Not too late else the water level may get low and make things difficult. 

 

SUMMARY OF HAZARDS 

Fixed bridges with a strong favourable tide and an oncoming motor cruiser. Be lined up well in advance so 

that you can see what is approaching the other side of the arch. 

 

Lee shores are to be avoided. While not often a hazard in these quiet waters it is inconvenient to get stuck on 

one, not to mention the loss of face. On the other hand pinching round a lee shore corner can sometimes save 

you a tack and precious time. 

 

Motor cruisers in unskilled or aggressive hands can be a problem. Don’t expect them to always give way. Do 

expect them to not use established sound signals.  
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The Broads Authority applies its own version of the “Coll Regs”. One unfortunate outcome is that, even under 

sail, we have to give way to all commercial craft, including tripper boats. 

 

Tidal Ranges where we are going are small so you won’t dry out overnight.  

 

EQUIPMENT 

Potter Heigham Bridge only has 6 ft air draught. The tip of a mast on typical crutches may exceed that height. 

One way round this is to have two pivot bolt positions if you don’t want to carry two sets (as the local sailing 

River Cruisers do). 

 

A small anchor and warp may be useful for picnic stops on a Broad. 

 

Large fenders are very desirable as are mooring lines fastened to the quarters ready for quick deployment.  

 

A 1m length of 3 or 4 mm line in the pocket is excellent for tying on to a handful of reeds if you want to stop 

briefly. Just nose in and grab a good handful, low down (on a weather shore of course). A rolling hitch is 

effective. A clove hitch or round turn and 2 half hitches will do.  

 

Spikes or rond anchors with adequate lines will be needed for more permanent mooring. 

 

You need to be able to lower your mast. This means, in practical terms, a rope tail on the forestay that you can 

release from within the boat. A carabiner to release the foot of the kicker is useful to avoid it getting caught as 

the mast heel swings back to its seat. 

 

The ability to reef underway is desirable. Some of the banks are inhospitable so you may not be able to tie up. 

A Furling, or even better “Reefing” jib is very helpful. 

 

Engines are optional but be sure to bring good oars; 8ft long absolute minimum. Longer than this is better. A 

paddle should be to hand and available for instant use. In narrow channels like Meadow Dyke which are too 

narrow to tack in I use the paddle over the bow in place of the jib if the wind is ahead and can get along quite 

well by pulling the boat round at the end of the short tacks.  

 

The Wayfarer Class Association has a couple of tents for hire. These are usually booked early in the year for 

this cruise. 

 

VHF 

The river rangers use VHF channel 12 but I don’t foresee the need to chat much with them. There could be 

occasions when we want to communicate, so bring one if you wish. 

 

FOOD & WATER 

We should be within walking distance of pubs on most evenings. Be prepared to lunch on the move. Whether 

we stop for lunch or eat on the move will depend on progress and situation. We should be able to obtain water 

at most of our evening stops and at bridges. You can shop at Potter Heigham, Ranworth, Stokesby, 

Neatishead. 

 

 

CHARTS/MAPS/PILOTS 

OS map 1:50,000 134     Norwich and The Broads. 

Hamiltons Map of the Broads was the long established and most thorough guide. However it is no longer 

published. Copies can sometimes be obtained on the internet. 

Broads Authority map -  http://www.norfolk-broads.org/index.htm 
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APPLICATION 

 

I wish to join the North Rivers Cruise on  5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 May 2018  please circle 

 

Expected date/time of arrival ……………………If Friday evening – will you want pub meals?...... 

 

Name…………………………………………Crew…………………………………………………… 

 

Address………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Tel…………………………………………….mobile………………………………………………… 

 

Boat Name……………………………………………………………………………………………... 

 

Sail Number………………………email ……………………………………………………………... 

 

Colour of Deck/Hull/Sail………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 

I undertake to ensure that the buoyancy within my boat will meet the required standard for a buoyancy 

certificate and that the boat and its fittings will be seaworthy.  

My crew and I will sail with personal buoyancy and adequate clothing.  

I will be adequately insured to cover damage to other craft and personal liability.  

 

 

By making this application I am accepting the above undertakings and that I must apply my own judgement as 

to whether to undertake or continue with the cruise and that participation is at my own risk. 

 

 

 

Return to:  

 

Mike Playle, 12 Cherry Road, Blaby, Leicester, LE8 4AF.    wuffa@tiscali.co.uk 
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