
Nominations Received for the UKWA Executive Committee 2015 
 

Officers: 
Elected every year 

Nomination Boat No. Proposed by: Boat No. Seconded by: Boat No. 
 

Chairman John Mellor W1162 M Sharman W 773 J Norman W8598 

Vice-Chairman Matt Sharman W773 J Mellor W1162 R Roberts W9885 

Hon. Treasurer Philip Ayton A1407 J Mellor  W1163 J Dighton  W10806 

Excom (4-10)  
elected every year 

      

Racing Sec Alan Chaplin W 10608 P Ayton A1407 R Roberts W9885 

Cruising Sec Jeremy Norman W 8598 D Barker W6151 R Roberts W9885 

R&T Chairman John Mellor W 1162 M Sharman W773 J Norman W8598 

Marketing Officer & 
Irish Rep 

Monica Schaefer W10952 R Roberts W9885 
 

S Burgess 
 

A1748 

WIC Rep Ralph Roberts W 9885 M Sharman W773 S Burgess A1748 

Wayfarer News Editor Ray Scragg W 10828 M Schaefer W10952 J Norman W8598 

Webmaster  John Dighton  W10806 M Schaefer W10952 J Norman W8598 

 
Committee Members retiring under Rule 22: Philip Ayton, Monica Schaefer and John Dighton are willing to stand for  
re-election at this year’s AGM. 
 
 
Introducing those willing to stand for election: 
 

John Mellor:  I have owned Aeowen W1162 since 1972 and have day sailed and cruised the West Coast of Scotland, North East 
coast of England, Norfolk and Suffolk coasts and rivers and Wales.  I have also cruised in the Mk 2 and Wayfarer World models 
but I keep coming back to my first love.  I have only sailed on the south coast once, apart from the Internationals at Weymouth, 
and found it very crowded so keep more to the north.  My racing career stopped twenty years ago but I still enter the 
occasional race because I believe it keeps skills sharp.  I have raced Mirrors, Enterprise, 420, 470, Fireball and RS500.  As an RYA 
Senior Instructor my emphasis has always focused on the safety of others.  My recent sailing activities are neatly summed up 
on YouTube.  Just search for silencedbadger.  I have served on the UKWA committee for 7 years and have held the posts of 
Cruising Secretary, Rules and Technical sub. com .chair, UKWA Chairman 

Matt Sharman: I have been sailing Wayfarers since I was about 12 years old and have been camping and cruising since my mid-
teens. I even bought W773 in 1984 as it was the first boat I sailed many years before. I have done the odd bit of racing, but 
could not be described as a serious racer. I have organised rallies since 1991, mainly at Brancaster Staithe on the North Norfolk 
coast and have a bit of a reputation there as being ‘adventurous’. I have been involved in the training side of the UKWA – 
presenting at the Cruising Conference and running past Tidal Training events. I have previously served as Chairman of the 
Association, but a busy work life put a stop to more involvement. 

Philip Ayton: I have been sailing and owned wayfarers since joining Shoreham Sailing Club over 20 years ago. I got involved in 
the running of the club and have spent some time on the committee, including a period as Chairman and am now Treasurer. I 
am essentially a racer and since retiring a few years ago, I am a former financial analyst, I have teamed up as crew with another 
'old' boy Alan Chaplin. We participated in the previous two International Championships in Denmark and at Weymouth, and 
regularly at UK National and regional events. 

 

Jeremy Norman: I got into sailing quite late on, as a willing crew on a friend’s 35’ cruiser/racer, based in Shoreham-by-Sea. As a 
complete novice, which I was, I decided to do the RYA training and qualified as a Coastal Skipper, which has stood me in good 
stead ever since. I soon realized that those who were the most useful on board tended to be those with experience as dinghy 
sailors. So I resolved to do the same. I purchased Gandalf (W8598) in 2003 and have been trailing and sailing her whenever I 
can since then. I particularly like cruising the East Coast rivers, Scotland and Northumberland. I have been Cruising Secretary for 
the Association for 4 years and have enjoyed the challenges that this has presented.  

Alan Chaplin: I started sailing on the South Coast in 1961 and joined Sussex Motor (now Shoreham SC) over 50 years ago. For 
more than 20 years I sailed Merlins with the kids mainly but weight problems forced a move into Wayfarers, the perfect boat 
for the Shoreham ripples! We now have 14 including  6 possibly 7 Mark IVs for 2015 . 
 

Monica Schaefer:  Based at Greystones SC  I enjoy sailing my Wayfarer W10952 Anamcara  locally and at international cruising 
and racing events whenever and wherever possible.  I have participated in some wonderful cruising and championships events 
in the Netherlands, Canada, UK, Greece and of course Ireland where I have met some really great Wayfarers young and old. 
 Looking forward very much to welcoming Wayfarer friends old & new to Ireland for the Intl. Rally in Lough Derg next 
September for what should be a cracking event. 

Ralph Roberts:  I have been a Wayfarer enthusiast for the last 30 years, and served on the committee since 1993, currently 
being  WIC Rep. I have cruised extensively around the UK, as well as along the coastlines of Europe and N. America, and helmed 
at Club level and Wayfarer Open events in past years. My sailing expeditions have declined somewhat during the past year, but 
I am pleased to continue supporting and promoting the Wayfarer as a Racing/Cruising/Day Sailing dinghy, as well as the many 



UKWA organised events and activities, both home and abroad.   

Ray Scragg: Wayfarer News Editor. Based for the last 8 years at Parkstone YC and now their class captain. Ray has thirty years’ 
experience Wayfarer sailing, mostly racing but has participated in international cruising rallies too.  Ray has previously held 
positions of Racing Secretary within the UKWA and at Upper Thames SC before taking on the magazine editor’s role. 

John Dighton: A Wayfarer owner for the last 8 years I have been sailing regularly on the Thames in Buckinghamshire. I am the 
Rear Commodore Sailing at Upper Thames Sailing Club in Bourne End. Now retired I look forward to helping the Wayfarer 
Association achieve further success in the future by applying some of my IT experience to develop the website further and to 
provide some mass email capability in 2015 
 

 


